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Created to

Worship Themes JOYFMLLY June 16-18 | S+ Cloud

July 5 - Communion /
“Good News from the
Good Doctor: Faithful
100%" based on Dr.
Seuss's Horton Hatches
An Egg

== On June 16-18, around 500 attendees
~ gathered in St. Cloud for the 2026
Minnesota Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church. A full report
. will come in August from Pastor Max
. Richter and our lay delegates, Gall
Miller and Janet ~-
Doctor: Taste and VanBenthuysen, but
See” based on Dr. ' - ! here are some
Seuss’s Green Eggs highlights.
and Ham

July 12 - “Good News
from the Good

“Created to Serve Joyfully” was this year's theme, L
and over the three days we learned that there % _‘__
July 19 - " Will Keep are many ways to explore what Joy means! More | # ‘iﬁi"'
information, photos, and videos can be found at u

July 26 - Rev. Sarah — We celebrated 70 years of Women's
Horsfield, Chaplain at Ordination, 30 years of the Order of

videosminnesotaumc.org/resources.
Hazelden Treatment Deacon Ministry, and 50 years of United
Center, preaching Methodist Volunteers in Mission.

Christy Key (left, with Bishop
Lynette Plambeck), who
served at Aldersgate UMC,
was ordained as an Elder!

GOOD
SAMARITAN
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Pastor’'s Page

Dear Good Samaritan Family,

July T marks the beginning of my third year with you. We've
accomplished quite a bit in these first two years together -
an unexpected merger, featuring a multiplied music ministry,
an increase in attendance, and increased worship
participation of 28% from when we started in 2024. There is a
new spirit of vigor with returning visitors and folks who had
been away from Good Samaritan. There is optimism and
energy as we turn toward a bright future together.

As | mark this anniversary with you, | gifted our Peace
Garden with a Contender Peach Tree in honor of my Aunt
Marlene Boer, who died in May. | planted the tree myself.
| It's a self-fertile, Minnesota winter-
¢ iifg hardy tree that will grow 12 feet or
"= more and give us peaches in a few
'S Jl growing seasons. This tree is a way to
v I‘k, honor my family’s farming heritage
LB and have a lasting gift to Good
Samaritan as well. Several years ago, |
helped my colleague friend Melanie
Homan select one for her yard, and
she's had peaches for several years now. Who knew we
could do that in Minnesota?

My prayer for you this summer is that you have ample space for recreation -
time and space to focus on your own relationship with God, and that you can
fully embrace the exuberance and bounty of these summer months.

Please note that I'll be on vacation June 28 following the Pride Parade through
July 12. Pastor Jim will be preaching and on call for pastoral emergencies. | will
also be out of the office for continuing education July 26-31 on a Wesley
Pilgrimage to New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Bishop Lanette is leading
a group of clergy from both the Dakotas and Minnesota to historic Methodist
sites. I'm sure there will be much to share with you from this trip.

Thank you for all your support, leadership, prayers, and generosity as we begin
year three together.

With gratitude and love,

Pa‘g{-o/ /"la)(



News & Events

Donate Church Library Books

We once again have
an opportunity to
donate new books to
the Good Samaritan
Library. The Library
[~ 1 Group - Vicki Dunn,
Joan Hursh, Mary
Lewis, and Marcia Willett - has established a list
of books that would be good for the library to
have available for the congregation for
checkout. If you would like to donate, sign up
for the book at tinyurl.com/GSLibraryBooks,
purchase it on your own, and drop it off in the
reception area by the Church Office. Please
include a note with your name and contact
information so we may send you a donation

receipt and a thank you. If you have questions,

please contact anyone in the library group.
Thanks for your help as we try to stretch out the
budget with new and current books!
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Election Hosting

Good Samaritan will once again be a polling
place for elections — this year’s primaries on
Tuesday, August 11. Since we will be serving
coffee and freshly baked cookies to voters
and providing meals for election judges, we
need volunteers to serve coffee, bake
cookies, and greet voters. Sign up at
tinyurl.com/GSElections2026 and contact
Dave Knutson with questions -
dhknutson73@gmail.com or 612-859-2940.

Live Theater

Roberta Schwarz's husband, Phil Hall, has
written a play that will be presented
through The Park Theater Company. The
President and The Space Lady is a seriously
silly sci-fi sitcom. It will run July 1-3 at 7:00
p.m. and July 4-5 at 2:00 p.m. at the
Phoenix Theater, 2605 Hennepin Ave,
Minneapolis.

Scan the QR code for tickets, or go to
app.showslinger.com/v4/the-president-and
-the-spa.



Music

Come Sing!

All are welcome to the Y’all Sing Summer Choir - no commitment necessary.
Rehearse the Special Music piece and other service music at 9:00 a.m. and sing
C/’G('Z during the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, July 19, and Sunday, August 2. Emalil
our Director of Music Ministries and Chancel Choir, Carey Shunskis, at
carey@good.org if you'd like to receive the sheet music and practice resources
in advance; otherwise, just show up! The Y'all Sing Summer Choir is a fun, low-pressure
opportunity to share your faith through music and connect with your church community.

Downers Grove

ol Chu Dusty Trails and Golden Roads

((( ﬁﬂ Tour Concert

H ( )l ) Wednesday, July 1 | 7:00 p.m.
; ! Good Samaritan UMC Sanctuary

Free; donations accepted

The Chapel Choir from Downers Grove (IL) First United Methodist Church has been staying at Good
Samaritan, and they will present their “Dusty Trails and Golden Roads” Tour Concert.
The concert is free; however, donations will be accepted to help offset tour costs.

Directed by Nick Loos, the choir is comprised of 14 students in 8th-12th grade.
The 2026 Tour, June 28-July 4, will be the 53rd year the DGFUMC congregation has sent its
youth choir on a musical mission trip. The group will present concerts throughout the area,
enjoy outings, and serve with mission opportunities.

Homeward Bound in Concert This Summer

Monday, July 20, 7:00-8:00 p.m. - In the Maetzold Amphitheater at
homeward Centennial Lakes, 7499 France Ave S, Edina. Bring a lawn chair, use the
‘% bound teraced natural seating, or
spread a blanket out on
the upper lawn. You are
also welcome to bring your own food and
nonalcoholic beverages.

Sunday, August 23, 5:30-7:00 p.m. - At the Lake Harriet
Bandshell, 4135 W Lake Harriet Parkway, Minneapolis.
Use the “state fair-type” bench seating, or feel free to
bring a lawn chair or blanket, and food and
nonalcoholic beverages as you wish.




Congregational Care

Character References Pastor Jim Beard
. . he/hi
You yourselves are our letter [of recommendation], written (he/him)
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that Director of
you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written Congregational Care
not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God... jim@good.org

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 NIV

' i u s 12 in the Narthex to see where help - ;.":yf'
[ th is still needed.

952-452-9396

i r
, (¥ I »f
In ancient days, travelers
would carry letters of introduction with them so the people of an
area would feel more confident in welcoming this stranger in. The
letter would provide proof or evidence of the fact that the sojourner
was of sound character and deemed worthy by the writer.

Today, we still use letters of recommendation, especially for job or
scholarship applications. They still vouch for character and merit;
they provide evidence of deeds that reflect these traits.

Paul says that Christians have such letters of commendation written
upon their hearts, souls, and very lives, and not on paper. Christis the
author, and everybody can read His handwriting; the Spirit of the
living One is upon this soul, and God's grace is evident through all
that she says and does.

Lord, may your signature be upon all that | do this day. May my
heart be evidence of the transformation you have brought forth in
me, and may everyone | meet be able to recognize that | am your
devoted follower. Amen.

Atop the Grand Tetons, 2010 photo by PJ Beard’s wife

More Meets & Eats

The grill will be fired up again for a tasty
picnic lunch following worship on the

Meets 4’ Eats second Sunday in July! Please consider

will be... bringing a side dish or joining one of the

SUITUBY volunteer crews. Scan the QR

code or go to the sign-up sheet




Children, Youth and Family Ministries

Sacred Parenthood: Restore
Our parenting book for 2026 is Sacred Parenthood: Spiritual CYF

Practices for the Highs and Lows of Parenting by Aizaiah G. - .

Yong and Nereyda Yong.

In this book we are looking at a contemplative parenting LR SOUTIEARD

practice. It uses an acronym SACRED: settle, acknowledge, """

curiosity, restore, enjoy, and dance. Jan M. Russell (she/her)
This months practice: Restore Director of Children, Youth

. & Family Ministries
This was a harder chapter for me to get my head engaged

in. | am a conflict-avoidant type of person. This chapter deals jan@good.org
with restoring relationships after a conflict has arisen. 952-452-9398

When conflict arises in families, big emotions come through. Shame, anger,

and the complex feelings in rejection for both parent and child. As parents,

we need to be reminded that parenting is the long game. There will be wins
and losses. “Our only task is to engage it with humility and deep mercy.*

We know itis easier to talk about making amends than actually making
amends. Being vulnerable, especially with our children, can feel very scary.
However, the authors postulate “true love is not received through the doors &
of perfect behavior, but in the cracks of our mistakes...True love is fully
realized in the midst of our frailties.” It is important to remember that making
amends is much more than just saying you're sorry. It is not about how we
fail as parents but how we choose to respond and move forward.

Timur Weber on pexels.com

| am praying for you and your family. ~ Jan

Sensory-Friendly Vacation Bible Camp

We are thrilled to invite you to a special,
sensory-friendly Vacation Bible Camp!

Hosted by Eden Prairie UMC in partnership with Good Samaritan UMC,
our Snowball Mountain Challenge is designed specifically for children
in our autism ministry.

What to Expect:

A Supportive Environment: Guided by our energetic Activities Director and our friendly
mascot, Ollie the Arctic Seal, we provide a structured space where every child can thrive.

Sensory-Aware Fun: Eden Prairie UMC will be transformed into a mountaintop experience
that prioritizes comfort, laughter, and lasting faith.

More information and registrations is at prairiechurch.org/adaptive-bible-camp-2026.
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Missions & Reconciling

What Have We Been Doing?

Food Security:

Good Samaritans joined with other volunteers to
pack at Feed My Starving Children at two
events. Through both events, enough food -
65,088 meals — was packed to feed 177 children
for a year. Good Samaritan drivers delivered
Meals on Wheels in Edina. And several people
attended the STEP Block Party to celebrate their
50t Anniversary and the completion of their
capital campaign.

STEP

87, LOWUS PARK EMENGENCY MIDGRAM

Housing Security:

In June, Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative
held a year-end celebration to acknowledge
their work during the legislative session on
supportive housing. And while the efforts did not
generate as much support in dollars as was
hoped, the message about the success of
supportive housing to keep people out of
homelessness was heard by our legislators, and
the work will continue.

o

Beacon

INTERFAITH HOUSIN BORATIVE

Coming Up in July

« Wednesday, July 8, 8:30-9:00 a.m.: Beacon

“Rent Is Due”. Update and advocacy action
on Zoom. Register at beaconinterfaith.org/
events.

Wednesday, July 8, 9:30-11:15
a.m. and Friday, July 24, 5:00-6:30
p.m.: Feed My Starving Children.
Meal packing at the Chanhassen
location, 18732 Lake Dr E. Register CHILDREN
with Jane Heimerl at '
jane.heimerl@ yahoo.com.

Thurs, July 9, 7:00 — 8:30 PM: Missions Team
meeting in the Conference Room, with a
Zoom link option. Contact Brian Boysen at
bteambackup@earthlink.net.

Thurs, July 9, 7:00 — 8:30 PM: Minnesota

Reconciling Congregations meeting on

Zoom. Contact Brian Boysen at
bteambackup@earthlink.net or

. visit the MRC website at
\ ; mnrcumc.org. You can also follow
' them on Facebook. Their

leadership team is looking for new
members.

o Fri, July 17, 10:45 AM: Meals on Wheels

delivery. Contact Vicki Dunn at
victoria.dunn@myctl.net.

mea\S

n
whee'®



Missions

What Does Volunteering Look Like?

lOVE Im wum/mm\m FOOD

RS TEA

VOLUNTEER'

far, few and many!

; GI\&I;NG NEY

What does volunteering with one of our Good Samaritan
supported organizations look like? Each month, look here for
stories about volunteering! This month - Food Security near and

Meals on Wheels (MOW)

Meals on Wheels coordinated
volunteers to deliver prepared
meals to seniors and others in

need, ensuring that these folks
are not left hungry or isolated.

\s
mea,
whee!®

Good Samaritan has a standing day each
month to deliver for Crosstown Meals on Wheels
in Edina on the 3d Friday of the month, but we
also cover the 5t Friday of the month when they
occur. Signing up for these is as easy as getting
on Vicki Dunn’s email list and replying to her
when she reaches out for volunteers each
month. There are quite a few folks on Vicki’'s list,
SO sighing up is not a monthly commitment since
there are generally only three to four routes in
Edina.

If these days don't work for you, you can sign up
directly with the Crosstown Meals on Wheels.
They have routes covering Edina, Richfield, and
Southwest Minneapolis. Contact them to get on
their list at crosstownmow@gmail.com.

MOW provides both hot meals for that day and
frozen meals for future days. The hot meals are
packed in insulated bags. Each route has three
to six stops. The number of meals to be delivered
is based on what the individual wants.
Sometimes there is just one hot meal, sometimes
the delivery is a hot meal and 2 to 5 frozen
meals, or only the frozen meals.

Delivery pick-up is at 10:45 at Normandale
Lutheran Church, 6100 Normandale Rd, Edina,

and depending on the number of stops, it can
take between 45 minutes to 1-1/2 hours to
complete the route. A list of the stops is
provided with the client’s name, address, phone
number, and written driving instructions. (But it’s
a good idea to use your GPS as well!) A list of
the meals to be delivered, along with any
special delivery instructions, is also included.
Most clients meet you at their door and take in
the food. Occasionally, instructions may
indicate the client needs assistance getting the
meals into their kitchen.

After the deliveries are done, the insulated bag
and the list are returned to Normandale
Lutheran, along with any meals that could not
be delivered on the rare occasion when a client
is not home.

Everyone we deliver | .
to is so appreciative! I !
And it's not —
uncommon to ;
deliver to people
who have shared
that they used to
deliver or prep for
Meals on Wheels in
their past. Itis a very | {
rewarding volunteer ,_~*
opportunity. To get

on the Good Samaritan deliveries list, contact
Vicki at victoria.dunn@myctl.net.




Missions

Feed My Starving Children

FEED MY

STARVING
CHILDREN

Another volunteer opportunity to support Food
Security is with Feed My Starving Children
(FMSC), and summer is a good time to sign up
and get some experience. Volunteers create
meal packets from provided ingredients and
FMSC works with partners around the world to
distribute them.

Good Samaritans (and friends) join other
volunteers two times each month — usually on a
Wednesday morning and a Friday evening. We
volunteer at the Chanhassen location at 18732
Lake Dr E, where there is plenty of parking. Doors
usually open approximately 15 minutes before
the start of the session so volunteers can get
signed in, get a hairnet, comply with jewelry
limitations, and get seated for the orientation
presentation and video. Next, a few volunteers
are requested for warehouse work and to apply
labels. All participants are asked if they need
accommodations to participate. Groups are
assigned to particular work areas in the packing
room with guidance from the floor plan and
country names to orient volunteers. When the
volunteers reach the workstation, they decide
on the individual assignments or jobs in the
packing process and get instructions if needed
to do the particular task. Sometimes volunteers
will change tasks during the packing session if
that is helpful. Gloves are required for many of
the tasks, and gloves are provided on site for
volunteer use.

The packing
portion of the
experience ends |
before the end of
the session so that
volunteers can
assist in the
cleanup of the :
packing room with instructions from staff.

There are other ways to provide support to
FMSC in addition to packing. Financial
contributions are encouraged, and the site has
items for sale in a store for volunteers to shop as
another way of providing support. More
information can be found on their website -
fmsc.org.

Watch The Samaritan monthly newsletter or
Wednesday Highlights e-news for dates each
month and sign up with Jane Heimerl at
jane.heimerl@yahoo.com.




The Good Samaritan Foundation

More Progress with Foundation Funds

The Good Samaritan Foundation Board of Directors held its second
quarter meeting on May 20. The meeting agenda included a re-
view of the Outreach, Cornerstone and Evergreen Fund balances,
consideration of two Outreach grant requests, and a review of sev-
eral expenditures proposed by the Trustees to be paid using Cor-
nerstone money.

ounddhon

All of the fund balances increased during the first and second quarters of this year, almost entirely
due to investment market gains.

The Trustees’ request for Cornerstone Funds to pay for equipment replacement — a rooftop air
conditioning unit, a hot water pump, and repairs to sidewalks that address safety/tripping con-
cerns — totaled $27,837.44 based on bids. The Board members approved the request. An after-
meeting request for Cornerstone funds to pay for the installation of a safety handrail in the chan-
cel of the Sanctuary was reviewed via an email meeting of the Board, at a cost of $1850, and ap-
proved. The grand total of $29,687.44 will draw down the Cornerstone Fund to approximately
$60,073. Any donations to rebuild The Cornerstone Fund are welcome!

Two Outreach Fund grant requests were reviewed. One request was tabled for the August third-
quarter meeting. The Board approved a request for Stonebridge World School in the amount of
$4,420 to purchase curriculum classroom reading books that have been mandated for public
and charter schools in Minnesota.

We are excited to welcome two new Board members starting July 1 — Jane Heimerl and Gail Mil-
ler. We also thank Caroline Carlin and Byron Olson for their many years of service on the Board of
Directors. Their contributions to The Foundation have been invaluable.

The next meeting of the Foundation Board is August 20 at 5:00 p.m. Please contact Claudia at
claudiaLboysen@gmail.com with any questions, comments or Outreach suggestions.

FiInance Team

Heading into Summer

After a better-than-expected April, May was more closely aligned with our expectations.

However, through careful planning, we continue to be in very good fiscal shape. It is important to
remember that the upcoming summer months tend to be leaner, so your donations are very much
appreciated. Thank you for your continued support of our church!

May Actuals May Plan Year to Date Actuals
Income 66,418 61,601 416,243
Expense 86,604 85,101 369,694
Net -20,187 -23,409 46,549

10




Trustees

Maintenance Minute: All Things Concrete
Dan Green
Hi, friends. | hope everyone is having a great start to the (he/him)
summer. As summer comes, so does yvork that can be Building Engineer
done outside in various areas, including on our concrete
sidewalks and asphalt parking lot. One job we just had danrg@good.org
done was concrete mud jacking in various parts of our 612-889-4015

sidewalk squares. Concrete Pressure Lifting LLC came out,
and both the upper and lower lots had some work done - specifically, the entrance to the Gym
just above the stairs, the exit to the Sanctuary at Door 2, and multiple areas at the lower entrance.
They drill various holes in the slabs and pump material into them, much like the wetted dirt seen on
a baseball field. They pump it in the holes, and the
slabs slowly start to rise to make them level with
the slab or curb that they are adjacent to. This
eliminated many trip hazards that we had due to
the sinking of the concrete. They also did some
caulking of seams near the lower entrance where
the concrete was deteriorating. If you have the
same issue at your house, | highly recommend
Concrete Pressure Lifting to do the work. They are
a local, family-owned business and were great to
work with.

Our next project,
which will take place
later in July, is to have
both of our parking
lots crack-filled, seal-
coated, and parking
lot lines restriped.
There will be a
message going out to
the congregation a week or so before this takes place, as there will be no access for about a day
to allow drying.

Thanks for reading my article, friends. I've gotten many kind words over the past few years I've
been writing these, and | truly love to hear that you are interested in what's going on in our
building and grounds maintenance.
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- SUNDAYS

9:45-11:30 a.m.
Nursery - Infants - Age 3

10:00-11:00 a.m.
Worship - In-person and Online

Children’s Sunday School
OUR Held during worship following Children’s Time.
VISION All are welcome!

4:30-6:00 p.m.
Youth Group - off until Fall

INSPIRING
Joyful Faith

BUILDING
a Loving

Community GOOD SAMARITAN OFFICE HOURS

SERVING Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Neighbors Near Phone (952) 929-0049
and Far




