Worship Themes

August 2 -
Communion / “Every
Day Miracles”

August 9 - “Fear Not”

August 16 - “Intentions
of the Heart”

August 23 - “Many
Gifts, One Spirit”

August 30 - “Bless and
Not Curse”
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Pastor’'s Page

As August begins, our thoughts turn to savoring the
remainder of summer and anticipating the excitement of
fall. In the life of the church, we are working behind the
scenes to prepare for fall music and educational ministry
starts, along with stewardship and the overall program
year.

Here are some of the changes that are on the horizon for
us. One change we will make is the return of passing the
offering plates each week. This will create opportunities
for an additional music selection every Sunday as well as incorporating the
ritual of giving beyond dropping one’s offering at the back of the
sanctuary—a common COVID-time practice for many churches. Of course,
many people prefer to give online or with the QR code in the weekly
bulletin as well. The richness of our music ministries calls for more
opportunities for instrumental and ensemble offertories.

Another change we will make is the shift from a paper newsletter to an
electronic one (see next page). Those who still wish to receive a paper
newsletter may do so by letting Cindy know. We will produce a small
number of paper newsletters for visitors and those who still wish to receive a
paper copy at home. This change will happen with the October newsletter
to give folks some time to transition to the new process. A hearty thank you
goes out to our newsletter folding crew who have faithfully helped us with
this ministry for quite some time. This change reflects our commitment to
good stewardship of the environment and also the additional volunteer
time needed for a bulk mailing each month.

Jan and | are in conversation with our youth and their families about how
best to structure our youth group ministries (including potential
Confirmation) for the fall. We will be in touch with you as plans develop.

This year's stewardship series throughout October will be based on our
membership vows of being the church through our prayers, presence, gifts,
service, and witness. Our sermons will focus on the various membership
vows with a blessing of our giving cards in person on October 26.

Groundwork is also happening for strategic planning for the future of Good
Samaritan UMC this fall. Stay tuned for updates on this important work as
well.

May your August be filled with all the summer things you love. God is
moving in our midst, and there are great days ahead for us.

Best,

Pa'g\tof //la)(



News & Events

Electronic Newsletters

Currently, we mail out 365 paper
copies of The Samaritan newsletter
each month. That takes three reams g
of 11 x 17 paper at $35. The bulk

mailing of these costs $76 per

month. That comes to over $1,300 per year, which
doesn’t include the copier contract costs.

NEWS ,
>

To reduce these costs and be more environmentally
conscious, we will begin sending the monthly
newsletter electronically, starting with the October
issue. Paper copies will still be available on the
Welcome Table in the Narthex and on the table
outside of the Church Office. If you would still like a
paper copy mailed to you, please let Cindy in the
office know by either emailing cindy@good.org or
calling her at 952-929-0049.

A huge thank-you to the group of
volunteers who have faithfully come
in once a month for many years to
process the newsletters for mailing.
They include Georgia Creglow, Vicki
Dunn, Lucille Grosch, Jane Heimerl,
Elouise Koenig, Martha Kouatli, Miriam Rickert, and,
Janet VanBenthuysen. They are a well-oiled
machine, and Cindy will miss their sassy banter and
much laughter coming from the Conference Room
every month!

Thursday Afternoon Book Group

Our next meeting is on September 10
at 1:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. The
discussion title will be Lovely One: A
Memoir by Ketanji Brown Jackson, the
first Black woman to be appointed to
the Supreme Court, who chronicles
her life story with an extraordinary
path of perseverance and hard work.

Please join us for discussion, fellowship and
refreshments. Questions: Contact Vicki Dunn,
victoria.dunn@myctl.net or 952-930-3431.

; ’ The Next

g M@r"ﬁ/ﬂ
Meets & Eats

will be..

sunday

AUL. 9¢h

Join Us!

—

It's fime once again for a cookout and
the chance to meet some new friends!
Sunday, August 9, is our next Meets &
Eats event. Please consider bringing a
side dish or joining one of the
volunteer crews. Scan the /
QR code or go to the sign-up i
sheet in the Narthex to see

where help is still needed.

Election Hosting

Good Samaritan
will once again

be a polling

place for
elections — this
year's primaries on s R
Tuesday, August 11 TS SRS
and general election T
on Tuesday, November 3. Since we will
be serving coffee and freshly baked
cookies to voters and providing meals for
election judges, we need volunteers to
serve coffee, bake cookies, and greet
voters. Sign up at tinyurl.com/
GSElections2026 and contact Dave
Knutson with questions -
dhknutson73@gmail.com or 612-859-2940.




Come Ring!

a new, fun experience? Join a bell
ensemble here at Good Samairitan.

We have excellent teachers and

Looking for a new adventure! Ready for

Never rung a bell before? No problem.

Kate Graber
(she/her)

Chancel Chimes
Director

kate@good.org

ringers in both groups to help you. Chancel Chimes is looking for additional
ringers. The ability to read music is beneficial but not required.

Chancel Chimes meets on Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:15 p.m. September through May. If you
are interested in knowing more, reach out to Kate at kate@good.org.

Y'all Sing Summer Choir - August 2

After the great success of last month’s singing, all are
welcome to the next Y'all Sing Summer Choir -no
commitment necessary. Rehearse the Special Music
piece and other service music at
9:00 a.m. and sing during the 10:00
S a.m. service on Sunday, August 2.
SUMIVIE R Email Carey at carey@good.org if

Carey Shunskis
(she/her)

Director of
Music Ministries/
Chancel Choir

carey@good.org

-.',"'ﬁm/ you'd like to receive the sheet music and practice resources in advance;
¢ otherwise, just show up! The Y'all Sing Summer Choir is a fun, low-pressure
opportunity to share your faith through music and connect with your church

community.

Homeward Bound Live!
One of the Good

: homeward samaiitan bands,
% bound Homeward Bound, will be
in concert on Sunday,
August 23, 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Lake Harriet
Bandshell, 4135 W Lake Harrlet Parkway, Minneapolis.
Use the “state fair-
type"” bench
seating, or feel free
to bring a lawn
chair or blanket,
and food and
beverages as you
wish.

Benefit Concert with Ann Reed

The Helix Apartments in St. Louis
Park suffered a devastating fire on
July 17, with dozens of residents
displaced. A concert benefitting
the residents will be held on
Sunday, August 13, 3:00 p.m. at
Union Congregational United
Church of Christ, 3700 Alabama
Ave S, St. Louis Park. Local singer-
songwriter and guitarist Ann Reed
will perform, with all donations
going to the cause.




Aldersgate History

The History of Worship at Aldersgate

As was true for most mainline Protestant
churches, Aldersgate UMC experienced
changes in worship over the years. A worship
committee, comprised of a pastor, music staff,
and members of the congregation, worked
thoughtfully and diligently to guide these
changes that continually provided a
meaningful, music-filled worship experience.

Until the late 90s, worship at Aldersgate was a
traditional, high-church format with an organist,
sanctuary choir, and bell choirs leading worship
and providing special music. In response to the
gaining popularity of contemporary worship,
especially among those who were
“unchurched,” the worship committee began
exploring what that would look like at
Aldersgate. The committee discussed who the
service was hoping to appeal to, the format of
the service, the type of music and who would
provide it, and how the service would fit into the
morning schedule. By the early 2000s, with the
congregation’s commitment to attend,
Aldersgate added a second service. The
contemporary service had a less formal content
to make it more accessible to those with no
history of church attendance, and
contemporary Christian music was provided by
a band, Faith Alive.

By the mid-2000s, declining overall attendance
at both services indicated the need for one
Sunday morning service. Again, the worship
committee worked to determine the best time,
even surveying the congregation. And,
because of its importance to the congregation,
it was also decided that Faith Alive and the
more contemporary format would be the
worship experience on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month, and an organist, vocal
choir, and bell choirs would provide worship on
the first, third, and fifth Sundays of the month.
This schedule continued until the merger of
2026.

When COVID restricted in-person church
attendance, Aldersgate had already been live-
streaming Sunday morning services. The
technology, equipment, and worship format
were all in place, making this transition seamless.
Again, the worship committee had worked to
provide the necessary cameras, sound
equipment, and software. They also thoughtfully
developed a worship service format and
production with the at-home worshipper in
mind.

Throughout its history, Aldersgate met change
and challenges with one important focus: to
provide a spirit-filled, meaningful worship
experience for all.

- Serena Steffenhagen



Good Samaritan History

The Good Samaritan Pipe Organ

The following are excerpts
from a beautiful booklet that
was created for the
dedication of the Mdller pipe
organ, which took place on
September 19, 1999.

A History of The Project

A sanctuary pipe organ has
long been the dream of
many members of Good
Samaritan Church. In April of
1996, it came to the
attention of Doug and Mary
Olson of our congregation
that the 23-rank Moller organ
at Wayzata Community
Church was to be replaced
and was for sale. The Olsons
approached the leadership of our church, offering
to purchase the organ as a gift. A Task Force to
assess the overall feasibility of the project was
formed, and after months of intensive research, this
group determined that the organ would serve our
church well. The recommendations were presented
to the Administrative Board, and in September, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the Olsons’
generous gift. Renowned organ builder Stephen
Lethert was contracted to renovate the 40-year-old
instrument and install it in our sanctuary.

In June, 1997, at the invitation of Dr. Diana Lee
Lucker, Organist and Music Coordinator at Wayzata
Community Church, their chancel choir and ours
presented a farewell concert to their Moller. At that
event’'s conclusion, ownership of the organ was
transferred to Good Samaritan Church. All the
component parts were then removed from that
location and placed in storage until Mr. Lethert was
able to begin the restoration work the following
spring. At this time, fundraising for the renovation
began in earnest. Stephen Lethert’s dedication, skill,
and love of his task were evident from the start. All
proceeded on schedule, and one year later, the
NEW Moller organ was born. Its installation in our
sanctuary began in June [1998] and was completed
in August. This instrument has replaced the Rodgers
electronic organ that met our needs for over 20

years. It was our pleasure to
donate it to Alden United
Methodist Church, Alden,
Minnesota, in May. Itis arich
blessing to be able to replace
that instrument with a grand
new pipe organ whose
aesthetic beauty and musical
versatility will grace our
sanctuary and enhance our
worship experience for
generations to come.

We will be forever grateful for
the Olsons’ generous gift, the
genius of Stephen Lethert, the
commitment and hard work of
many members of this church,
the financial support of
numerous individuals, and the
vision and perseverance of those who dared to
dream. Together, we have made that dream a
reality.

Nancy Amren
Organ Project Committee Member

From David Knutson, Organ Project Committee
Chaiir:

This project was
conceived under the
leadership of Gordon
Minehart, undertaken
during Bill Mat’s
tenure, and
completed as Dan
Johnson begins his
ministry here.

[Dave also recently
mentioned that the
project was installed
debt-free with
donations and
memorials from many
members and friends
of the church.]

(cont’d)



From Stephen Lethert, Builder

The Olson-Lethert renovation of the organ...consists
of 451 new pipes plus 1058 pipes from the original
1959 Moller organ, which served at Wayzata
Community Church for almost 40 years. The organ is
now comprised of over 1500 pipes arranged into 24
ranks, mostly sets of 61 or more pipes, playable on
the renovated console, their function governed by
46 drawknobs [the push-pull controls that turn
specific sets of pipes (called “stops”) on or off],
which are physically aligned with the organist. The
different shapes used in making the pipes are largely
responsible for the varied tone colors that are
generated.

The oak fagade was constructed mainly from the
oak that was removed from the rear wall. Two sets of
16-foot pipes, which are not visible from the
sanctuary, have been placed to the left, rear, and
right of the new oak wall. The larger pipes of an 8-
foot set are visible in the front row. Directly above
the new oak wall is the remainder of the non-
expressive [unenclosed] Great division, which
supports 350 pipes...

The console was originally constructed of birch and
Honduras mahogany. The dark filler was carefully
removed and the mahogany was restored to its
natural color. Some of the birch was replaced and a
new top was provided. The console was then

finished to blend with the sanctuary. All of the worn
or unreliable functional parts of the console were
renovated...and the broken or worn ivories were
replaced with similar ivories removed from discarded
Moller keyboards. The console was appointed with
new drawknobs and legends [the text labels]. A
lighted music desk and removable backrest were
crafted by Olson-Lethert. A new pedalboard and
adjustable height bench were also provided.

Renovation of the 5-ton instrument by Steve, Joan,
Joshua, and David Lethert involved approximately
15 months of work, including over two months that
were spent in the church.

FiInance Team

Finance Update

June was a solid month for income, especially considering that the summer months tend to be
lighter. Thank you for remembering Good Samaritan! Details can be found in the table below.

Pledges and Facility Use fees are ahead of budget, demonstrating the strength of our merger
and supporting many different organizations in the community (with very modest fees for using

our building).

Thank you for your continued support of our church!

June Actuals June Plan Year-to-Date
Actuals
Income $60,681 $48,232 $476,924
Expense $66,154 $64,781 $435,848
Net ($5,473) ($16,548) $41,076




Congregational Care

Pastor Jim Beard
(he/him)

Director of
Congregational Care

jim@good.org
952-452-9396

Brooding Eagles
West Yellowstone, Montana
2023 photo by PJ Beard

A Shocking Vision

On that Day, there will be a highway all the
way from Egypt to Assyria: Assyrians will
have free range in Egypt and Egyptians in
Assyria. No longer rivals, they’ll worship
together, Egyptians and Assyrians! On that
Day, Israel will take its place alongside
Egypt and Assyria, sharing the blessing from
the center. God-of-the-Angel-Armies, who
blessed Israel, will generously bless them all:
“Blessed be Egypt, my peoplel...Blessed be
Assyria, work of my hands!...Blessed be
Israel, my heritage!” Isaiah 19:23-25 MSG

This passage is a shocker in the middle of
Isaiah’s prophesies! Isaiah has been giving
voice to the pains and anguish Israel has been
suffering at the hands of the Egyptians and
Assyrians. Theirs are cries of anger that have
festered for generations, for the Ancient
Hebrew people have suffered greatly in the
talons of the superpower predators around
them. Up to this point, Isaiah has been casting
forth vision upon vision of their destruction. But
in the middle of all these catastrophic scenes is
this jarring vision of...a blessing?! It is a vision of
enemies becoming peaceful, of worshipping
together, of a unity of praise and thanksgiving
shared by all, and of the lions (Egypt and
Assyria) and the lamb (Israel) lying down
together (cf Isa. 11:6).

Do you have rivals in your world you would just
love for God to utterly destroy? People or
nations who have hurt you or those you love so
terribly that there is no room in your heart but
for the suffering and destruction of these
others? If so, Isaiah’s words of condemnation
throughout chapters 13-23 may give voice to
your grief. But don’t skip over this vision in the
midst of it all; it is a vision of an ideal of peace
and ultimate unity.

| wonder if this might be a vision for America
also, a vision of peace between those who
have been hurt and those who have done the
hurting. Can there be room in the midst of our
anger for blessings to exist? This could be the
end vision for all of us! But where does it all
begin? Could it be that this is what Jesus, the
disciples, the Apostle Paul, and other nameless
but faithful people have been proclaiming? It
begins with the church and with each
individual soul imagining blessings upon all,
even upon their enemies.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
hear my pain and the pain of my people and
make things right. And yet, in the midst of my
agony, set my ultimate vision not on the
furtherance of war, but on your ways of peace.
| cry out in anger, Lord, but bless us all, | pray;
bless us with peace, peace, peace! Amen.



Children, Youth and Family Ministries

Sacred Parenthood: Enjoy
Our parenting book for 2026 is Sacred Parenthood: Spiritual CYF

Practices for the Highs and Lows of Parenting by Aizaiah G. - .

Yong and Nereyda Yong.
CHILDREN YOUTH AND

FAMILY MINISTRIES

In this book we are looking at a contemplative parenting
practice. It uses an acronym SACRED: settle, acknowledge,
curiosity, restore, enjoy, and dance.

Jan M. Russell (she/her)

This months practice : Enjoy Director of Children, Youth

“Discovering more joy does not save us from the inevitability of & Family Ministries
hardship and heartbreak. In fact, we may cry more easily but we

i : . jan@good.org
will laugh more easily too.”- Archbishop Desmond Tutu

952-452-9398

As parents, sometimes joy is hard to practice. We seem to be
waiting for the next stage, instead of relishing the stage our child is in. There is nothing wrong with
being excited to see what our child will do next. However, true enjoyment comes when we are wholly
given to the Love in front of us. Love never runs out or goes away. We need to live intentionally.
Noticing the joy around us, and the process of our children learning and growing that leads them to
learn the next stage. We go from teaching them all we know, to them showing us the
wonder and beauty of this life in the little things we have forgotten to enjoy along the
way - the way a bubble floats on the air; the way the wind dances with the trees; the
way a tiny hand can only hold our pinky, and before we know it, we are interlacing our
fingers. Be present to notice these joyful moments. Enjoy each other at each stage.

| am praying for you and your family. - Jan

Sensory-Friendly Vacation Bible Camp

%"“A August 3-6, 10:00 a.m.-noon

v : prairiechurch.org/adaptive-bible-camp-2026
We are thrilled to invite you to a special,

LLOR sensory-friendly Vacation Bible Camp! Hosted
by Eden Prairie UMC in partnership with Good
Samaritan UMC, our Showball Mountain
Challenge is designed specifically for children

in our autism ministry. Our team is dedicated
to providing a predictable schedule, "quiet

Cymmdpawdaag'

Sunday, September 13

As we kick off the 2026-2027 program
year on Homecoming Sunday, let's
celebrate grandparents by bringing
our grandparents to church OR your

grandchildren to church. We wiill
have special crafts and photo
opportunities for families.

zones" for overstimulation,
and a high volunteer-to-
camper ratio to ensure
everyone has a safe and
joyful experience. Contact
Jan atjan@good.org with
guestions.
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Missions &

Reconciling

Minnesota Reconciling
Congregations (MRC)

June and July were busy months for
this group that supports people of all
sexual orientations and gender
identities.

In June, we participated in the Twin
Cities Pride celebration by staffing an MRC booth
in Loring Park on June 27 and 28 and joining the
parade on Sunday, June 28. Pastor Max and
others can share firsthand accounts from the
celebration.

On July 9, MRC met online to report on recent
events and plan for the future of inclusion. These
meetings usually happen every other month and
members of MRC are invited to participate.

@
July 8 with 101 volunteers,
including 18 Good
Samaritans. One hundred boxes were packed
with 57,600 meals to be shipped to Honduras.
That's enough meals to feed 157 children for a
year. The total cost of the session was $16,704.

Thanks to all for your support in person and in
contributions.

Meal Packing

FEED MY
STARVING
CHILDREN

The Feed My Starving
Children site was busy on

Another session took place on July 24. Our next
packing dates are Wednesday, August 12, from
9:30-11:15 a.m. and Friday, August 21, from 5:00-
6:30 p.m. Sign up with Jane Heimerl by two days
ahead - jane.heimerl@yahoo.com.

STEP Back-to-School Program

STEP

ST, LOWUS PARK EMENGENCY PMRIDGRAM

The Aldersgate tradition has been to provide
school supplies to St Louis Park students through
STEP's Back-to-School program. We are carrying

on this tradition here at the new Good Samaritan. -

Last year, STEP provided supplies to about 750
students, and the needs will be even greater this
year with so many families affected by the Helix
apartment fire.

STEP coordinates with the schools to provide the
specific supplies each grade level requires. For
this reason, please only buy the specific type of
supplies listed below. We will be collecting
donations through Sunday, August 9 in the
Narthex.

To order items online to be shipped directly to
STEP, scan the QR code in the graphic below.

To donate funds to the project, go to stepslp.org/
donatefunds, click on “Donate Funds,” and select
“Back to School Program” from the drop-down
menu under “My donation is for.”

s 2026 STEP BACK-TO-SCHooL. ™ ¢
PROGRAM NEEDS

Help us provide néw school supplies to over 700 St. Louis Park
students.

WE NEED THESE SPECIFIC ITEMS:

New Backpacks
Good quality » $30-$40 range » Brand new

Most Needed

S
4
7
3

Expo Dry Erase Markers
Fine point * black

Ticonderoga Pencils
Packs of 12

Two-Pocket Plastic Folders
green, black, blue, red, yellow

Wide Ruled Spiral Notebooks
green, black, blue, red, yellow

Crayola Colored Pencils

12-count box

Elmer’s Washable Glue Sticks
Standard size

Bring to Good Samaritan by Sunday, August 9.

Contact michaela steps i, o wih guestioes.
V.
)
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Missions

Hearts & Hammers Program Day
You can make a .

difference in a day with

Good Samaritan and

the Missions Team. ™
HEARTS & HAMMERS

Restor ng Homas, Touching Lwves

Sign up to volunteer on
Saturday, September 12 and week leading up to
it. Hearts & Hammers is a local non-profit
organization providing free exterior painting and
maintenance assistance for income-qualified
homeowners across the Twin Cities. Home
improvements are limited to exterior painting and
minor repairs. The Program Day is expected to
consist primarily of exterior home/garage
preparation, scraping, priming, painting, and
landscape renewal. Volunteers are also needed
to do repairs and preparation work the week
before.

To volunteer for the Good Samaritan project, sign
up in the Narthex or contact Brian Boysen: 612-
220-3795 or email at:
bteambackup@earthlink.net. Please provide the
following information: name, contact info, and
work preference (repairs, landscaping, prep,
and/or painting). Go to the Hearts & Hammers
website: heartsandhammers.org/volunteers to
review safety guidelines and electronically sign
your waiver of liability online. Please note: Paper
copies are NOT available on Program Day.
Weather is always a factor, but we plan to get
the home painted and the project finished on
Saturday, September 12.

Beacon Events

&lsBeacon

INTERFAITH HOUSING COLLABRORATIVE

Mark you calendars now for Beacon Interfaith
Housing Collaborative’'s annual fundraising event.

LIGHT THE
WAY HOME o= _

Beacon's Signature hee

Fundraising Event -~ a e

Tuesday, September 15, Noon-1:00 p.m.
Heritage Center of Brooklyn Center
6155 Earle Brown Drive

Register at beaconinterfaith.org/light.

Join us as part of our community of support to
give generously, introduce newcomers to
supportive housing, and advance our vision that
all people need to have a home. If transportation
is an issue contact Brian Boysen: (952) 937-0624 or
(612) 220-3795 or email at:
bteambackup@earthlink.net.

September is Welcome Home Month at Beacon
with the theme “Called to Serve.” Stay tuned for
details about the exciting upcoming month!
Throughout September, there will be fun
welcome-home activities and features of their
local, national, and international missions. See
more at their website - beaconinterfraith.org.
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- SUNDAYS

9:45-11:30 a.m.
Nursery - Infants - Age 3

10:00-11:00 a.m.
Worship - In-person and Online

Children’s Sunday School
Held during worship following Children’s Time.
VISION All are welcome!

4:30-6:00 p.m.
Youth Group - Off during the summer

INSPIRING
Joyful Faith

BUILDING
a Loving

Community GOOD SAMARITAN OFFICE HOURS

SERVING Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Neighbors Near Phone (952) 929-0049
and Far




