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Our Vision 
 

Inspiring  

Joyful Faith 

 

Building a  

Loving 

Community 

 

Serving 

Neighbors 

Near and Far 

 
 

Today’s 

Scripture 

 

Who we are.          What we do. 

 

 Good Samaritan welcomes and affirms all persons regardless of age, 

gender, sexual orientation, race or socioeconomic background. We 

seek to reconcile any differences that divide us. 

 

Thank you…  

Ushers: Jane Heimerl, Dean Kraus 

AV Techs: Brad Carlin, Noemi Dooley 

Liturgist: Vicki Dunn 

Special Music: Faith Alive: John Brown, Scott Card, Wayne Grimsrud, Eric 

Linde, Mike McKinney, Serena Steffenhagen 

Nursery: Shelley Scharping 

Fellowship Host: Jeff Jelen, Rod Pedley 

PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Rev. Max Richter, Lead Pastor (952) 452-9395, max@good.org 

Rev. Jim Beard, Director of Congregational Care (952) 452-9396, jim@good.org 

Jan Russell, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

 (952) 452-9398, jan@good.org 

Noemi Dooley, Coordinator of Online Engagement noemi@good.org 

Carey Shunskis, Director of Music Ministries/Chancel Choir carey@good.org 

Cynthia Betz, Organist/Accompanist cynthia@good.org 

Kate Graber, Chancel Chimes Director kate@good.org 

Christina Herold, Jubilee! Bell Choir Director christina@good.org 

Brad Carlin, Homeward Bound Director bradleypcarlin@gmail.com 

Serena Steffenhagen, Small Groups/Faith Alive Director serena@good.org 

Kim Hill, Bookkeeper (952) 452-9394, kim@good.org 

Cindy Bergstrom, Office Manager (952) 929-0049, cindy@good.org 

Dan Green, Building Engineer (952) 452-9400, danrg@good.org 

Rev. Dandy Lewis, Website Administrator dandy@good.org 

E-News 

Email cindy@good.org to receive the weekly e-news.  
 

Prayer Chain 

Email jim@good.org for prayer requests or to receive the weekly prayer chain email. 

Find us on: 
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PRELUDE  

 
GREETING & WELCOME 

 
*SONG “Morning Has Broken” UMH 145 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Holy Spirit, with astonishment, 
All: we see that you renew our strength constantly. 

Allow us not to forget your presence, 
Even in adversity. 

And, in our turn, 
we will renew our gratefulness and we will sing for your love. 

Amen. 

 
SONG “Here I Am, Lord” UMH 593 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jan Russell 

After Children’s Time, children are invited to Sunday School in 200. 

 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE  Pastor Jim Beard 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “In Christ Alone” KEITH GETTY, STUART TOWNSEND 

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE “There Is Love” Rev. Sarah Horsfield  

 
*SONG “You Are My All in All” DENNIS JERNIGAN 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our God*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

 
*SONG “Cry of My Heart” FWS 2165 

 
*BLESSING  

Just as God’s Word was sent into the world 

to heal and redeem, 
so God sends us into the world this day 

to be light and love, healing and hope. 

Go now to be light for the world! 
And may the grace and peace of God the Creator, 

the Redeemer, and the Sustainer 

come upon us this day 

and remain with us always. Amen. 

 
*POSTLUDE “All You Need is Love” JOHN LENNON, PAUL MCCARTNEY 

 

 
Today’s guest preacher, Rev. Sarah Horsfield, is an elder in the MN Annual 

Conference. Sarah served churches in Fosston/Erskine, Northeast Minneapolis and 

Duluth. She currently works at Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation with youth in 

recovery. 

Sarah is married to Steve Horsfield, the recently retired director of Simpson Housing 

Services. Sarah and Steve live in the Loring Park area of downtown Minneapolis with 

their dog, Jake. 

 
Call to Worship: posted on the Sacred Pauses blog. http://www.sacredpauses.com/ 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Proper%2012%20A 

Blessing: taken from “O Merciful God: God of Wisdom: Prayers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent,” written by Rev. Kathryn 

Matthews Huey and the Rev. Susan A. Blain. Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website. https://

re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/benedictions 

Cover Photo: https://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/a43470594/bluebonnet-blooms-texas/c  

Permission to stream the music in this service: CCS WORSHIPcast License WCL12712; One License A-710821  

Permission to reprint lyrics for the music in this service: Church Copyright License 23035864; One License A-710821  

 

WELCOME ! 

 

Nursery care is 

available for 

ages 6 weeks- 

3 years. 

 

Large print 

hymnals and 

bulletins are 

available from 

the ushers. 

 

Hearing assist 

devices are 

available at the 

sound booth. 

 

Thank you for 

supporting our 

ministries!

Offering plates 

are available  

doors as you exit 

or scan this QR 

code to give 

securely online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for 

refreshments in 

Aldersgate Hall 

after worship. 

 

*Standing or   

  sitting. 



Good Sam Happenings  

You’re in a GOOD place to … connect, grow, worship ... 

A Visit from Judith Gaima of Baiwalla 

This Tuesday, July 28, 6:00-7:30 p.m., we’re so happy 

that our dear friend, Judith (Banya) Gaima, from 

Baiwalla, Sierra Leone, will be visiting us again! She’ll 

give us a short update of how her school there is 

doing – they just had their first graduating class! 

JoAnn Knutson and Pat Deckas Becerra went there a 

few years ago to help set up their library in her new school. On that Tuesday, 

we’ll have pizza, and then Pastor Judith will talk for a short while. Please sign 

up in the Narthex, or email Pat at pdeckas@comcast.net. We sure hope you 

can come and/or support this worthy cause. 

Sensory-Friendly Vacation Bible Camp – August 3-6, 10:00 a.m.-noon 

We are thrilled to invite you to a special, sensory-friendly 

Vacation Bible Camp! Hosted by Eden Prairie UMC in 

partnership with Good Samaritan UMC, our Snowball Mountain 

Challenge is designed specifically for children in our autism 

ministry. Our team is dedicated to providing a predictable 

schedule, "quiet zones" for overstimulation, and a high volunteer-to-camper 

ratio to ensure everyone has a safe and joyful experience. Register at 

prairiechurch.org/adaptive-bible-camp-2026. Contact Jan  at jan@good.org 

with questions. 

Another Meets & Eats! 

Our next cookout and the chance to meet some 

new friends will be Sunday, August 9. Please 

consider bringing a side dish or joining one of the 

volunteer crews. Go to tinyurl.com/GSSummertime 

or use the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to see 

where help is still needed. 

            Hearts & Hammers Program Day 

Mark your calendars for this year’s Hearts & Hammers project. 

We’ll be working on a house on Saturday, September 12, and 

the days leading up to it. See more details in the Wednesday 

Highlights e-news or upcoming in the August edition of The 

Samaritan newsletter. Contact Brian Boysen to sign up or with 

questions - bteambackup@earthlink.net. 

  New “Improved” Church Directory 

Paper copies of our church directory with improved layout can be 

obtained from Cindy in the office by request – 952-929-0049 or 

cindy@good.org. 

Y’all Sing Summer Choir 

After the great success of last Sunday, all are welcome to the 

next Y’all Sing Summer Choir – no commitment necessary. 

Rehearse the Special Music piece and other service music at 

9:00 a.m. and sing during the 10:00 a.m. service next Sunday, 

August 2. Email Carey at carey@good.org if you’d like to 

receive the sheet music and practice resources in advance; 

otherwise, just show up! The Y’all Sing Summer Choir is a fun, low-pressure 

opportunity to share your faith through music and connect with your church 

community. 

Election Hosting 

Good Samaritan will once again be a polling place for 

elections – this year’s primaries on Tuesday, August 11 AND the 

general election on Tuesday, November 3. Since we will be 

serving coffee and freshly baked cookies to voters and 

providing meals for election judges, we need volunteers to 

serve coffee, bake cookies, and greet voters. Sign up at 

tinyurl.com/GSElections2026 and contact Dave Knutson with 

questions - dhknutson73@gmail.com or 612-859-2940. 

Pastor Continuing Education 

Pastor Max is out this week, July 26-31, on a continuing education Wesleyan 

Pilgrimage led by Bishop Lanette Plambeck and Dakotas/Minnesota clergy. 


