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Our Vision 
 

Inspiring  

Joyful Faith 

 

Building a  

Loving 

Community 

 

Serving 

Neighbors 

Near and Far 

 
 

Today’s 

Scripture 

 

Who we are.          What we do. 

 

 Good Samaritan welcomes and affirms all persons regardless of age, 

gender, sexual orientation, race or socioeconomic background. We 

seek to reconcile any differences that divide us. 

 

Thank you…  

Ushers: Jane Heimerl, Janet VanBenthuysen 

AV Tech: Noemi Dooley 

Liturgist: Marilee Stevens 

Special Music: Y’all Sing Choir 

Communion Servers: Linda Hammersten, Pat Olson 

Fellowship Host: Brian Boysen, Claudia Boysen, Caroline Carlin 

PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Rev. Max Richter, Lead Pastor (952) 452-9395, max@good.org 

Rev. Jim Beard, Director of Congregational Care (952) 452-9396, jim@good.org 

Jan Russell, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

 (952) 452-9398, jan@good.org 

Noemi Dooley, Coordinator of Online Engagement noemi@good.org 

Carey Shunskis, Director of Music Ministries/Chancel Choir carey@good.org 

Cynthia Betz, Organist/Accompanist cynthia@good.org 

Kate Graber, Chancel Chimes Director kate@good.org 

Christina Herold, Jubilee! Bell Choir Director christina@good.org 

Brad Carlin, Homeward Bound Director bradleypcarlin@gmail.com 

Serena Steffenhagen, Small Groups/Faith Alive Director serena@good.org 

Kim Hill, Bookkeeper (952) 452-9394, kim@good.org 

Cindy Bergstrom, Office Manager (952) 929-0049, cindy@good.org 

Dan Green, Building Engineer (952) 452-9400, danrg@good.org 

Rev. Dandy Lewis, Website Administrator dandy@good.org 

E-News 

Email cindy@good.org to receive the weekly e-news.  
 

Prayer Chain 

Email jim@good.org for prayer requests or to receive the weekly prayer chain email. 

Find us on: 



5 

 
GREETING & WELCOME   

 
*HYMN “How Can We Name a Love” UMH 111 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Lord, the eyes of all look to You in hope; 

and You give them what they need. 
All: You open Your hand 

and satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing. 

We, too, turn to You again, longing to be filled— 

to eat of the Bread of Life, 
to drink from Your life-giving streams, 

to taste Your goodness and live. 

May the time we spend together in Your presence 
nourish our hearts and minds; 

may it strengthen our relationship with You, 
and renew our commitment to live in this world as Your 

faithful disciples. 

For You alone are God, 

the Source and Sustainer of life. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord” UMH 328 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jan Russell 

After Children’s Time, children are invited to Sunday School in 200. 

 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE  Genesis 32:22-31; Matthew 14:13-21(NRSVUE) 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE “Everyday Miracles” Rev. Max Richter  

 
*HYMN “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” UMH 474 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

One: God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways. 
All: We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns 

and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to nothing. 

We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, 

and quick to question Your presence and Your power. 
Forgive us. 

Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. 
Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives— 

to listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect it. 

And then give us courage to step out in faith and obedience, 
trusting in Your leading even when we cannot yet see the outcome. 

We praise You for Your faithful love, 
and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your name. 

Amen. 

 The Great Thanksgiving – Musical Setting B UMH pp.18-20 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  
Our God*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
(*Mother, Father, Creator, etc. - use the word that is most meaningful for you.) 

  

 

WELCOME ! 

 

Nursery care is 

available for 

ages 6 weeks- 

3 years. 

 

Large print 

hymnals and 

bulletins are 

available from 

the ushers. 

 

Hearing assist 

devices are 

available at the 

sound booth. 

 

Thank you for 

supporting our 

ministries!

Offering plates 

are available  

doors as you exit 

or scan this QR 

code to give 

securely online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for 

refreshments in 

Aldersgate Hall 

after worship. 

 

*Standing or   

  sitting. 



 Receiving the Elements 

  The body of Christ, given for you. Amen or Alleluia. 

  The cup of the New Covenant, poured for you. Amen or Alleluia. 

 

 Music During Distribution “Pastorale” CHARLES WESLEY 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

 
*HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 451 

 
*BLESSING  

One: As you leave this place 

remember that you do not go alone. 

God is close at hand. 
All: He hears the cry of all who call on His name. 

She honors those who honor Her, 

listening to their prayers and coming to their aid. 

So go from here with joy and confidence, 
to love and serve God and one another. Amen! 

 
*POSTLUDE “Con Spirito” THOMAS ARNE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Call to Worship: Christine Longhurst, re:Worship. https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Proper%2013%20A. 

Prayer of Confession: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/prayer-of-confession-commitment-august.html 

Blessing: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Proper%2013%20A 

Cover Photo: Saguaro Catus  https://tucson.com/news/local/article_76d31332-eb81-11ed-90eb-0b3de63f730b.html 

Permission to stream the music in this service: CCS WORSHIPcast License WCL12712; One License A-710821  

Permission to reprint lyrics for the music in this service: Church Copyright License 23035864; One License A-710821  

Good Sam Happenings  

You’re in a GOOD place to … connect, grow, worship ... 

Another Meets & Eats Next Sunday! 

Our next cookout and the chance to meet some 

new friends will be Sunday, August 9. Please 

consider bringing a side dish or joining one of the 

volunteer crews. Go to tinyurl.com/GSSummertime 

or use the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to see 

where help is still needed. 

   Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed this week, Monday through 

Friday, August 3-7, as Cindy will be on vacation. 

STEP Back-to-School Program 

The Aldersgate tradition has been to provide school supplies 

to St Louis Park students through STEP's Back-to-School 

program. We are carrying on this tradition here at the new 

Good Samaritan.  

Last year, STEP provided supplies to about 750 

students, and the needs will be even greater 

this year with so many families affected by the 

Helix apartment fire.  

STEP coordinates with the schools to provide the specific supplies each grade level 

requires. For this reason, please only buy the specific type of supplies requested. 

Lists of items needed are available in the Narthex, or scan the QR code. We will be 

collecting donations through next Sunday, August 9 in the Narthex. 

To order items online to be shipped directly to STEP, scan the QR code. To donate 

funds to the project, go to stepslp.org/donatefunds, click on “Donate Funds,” and 

select “Back to School Program” from the drop-down menu under “My donation is 

for.” 



Helix Apartments Aid and Benefit Concert 

The Helix Apartments in St. Louis Park suffered a devastating fire on July 17, with 

dozens of residents displaced. Donations of support can be given to STEP 

through Good Samaritan to aid those affected. Checks can be made out to 

Good Samaritan UMC with “STEP-Helix” in the memo line, or gifts can be given 

online at good.org/give/give-gift. Choose the Fund “GS Missions” and the Sub 

Fund “STEP”. 

A concert benefitting the residents of the Helix Apartments fire will be held on 
Sunday, August 16 (date correction), 3:00 p.m. at Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 3700 Alabama Ave S, St. Louis Park. Local singer-songwriter 

and guitarist Ann Reed will perform, with all donations going to the cause. 

Election Hosting 

Good Samaritan will once again be a polling place for 

elections – this year’s primaries on Tuesday, August 11 AND the 

general election on Tuesday, November 3. Since we will be 

serving coffee and freshly baked cookies to voters and 

providing meals for election judges, we need volunteers to serve 

coffee, bake cookies, and greet voters. Sign up at tinyurl.com/

GSElections2026 and contact Dave Knutson with questions - 

dhknutson73@gmail.com or 612-859-2940. 

Sensory-Friendly Vacation Bible Camp 

August 3-6, 10:00 a.m.-noon 

prairiechurch.org/adaptive-bible-camp-2026 

We are thrilled to invite you to a special, sensory-friendly 

Vacation Bible Camp! Hosted by Eden Prairie UMC in 

partnership with Good Samaritan UMC, our Snowball 

Mountain Challenge is designed specifically for children in our 

autism ministry. Our team is dedicated to providing a 

predictable schedule, "quiet zones" for overstimulation, and a 

high volunteer-to-camper ratio to ensure everyone has a safe and joyful 

experience. Contact Jan  at jan@good.org with questions. 

Homeward Bound Live! 

One of the Good Samaritan 

bands, Homeward Bound, will 

be in concert on Sunday, 

August 23, 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Lake Harriet 

Bandshell, 4135 W Lake Harriet Parkway, 

Minneapolis. Use the “state fair-type” bench 

seating, or feel free to bring a lawn chair or blanket, 

and food and beverages as you wish.  

Hearts & Hammers Program Day 

Sign up to volunteer on Saturday, September 12 and week 

leading up to it. Hearts & Hammers is a local non-profit or-

ganization providing free exterior painting and mainte-

nance assistance for income-qualified homeowners across 

the Twin Cities. Home improvements are limited to exterior 

painting and minor repairs. The Program Day is expected to 

consist primarily of exterior home/garage preparation, 

scraping, priming, painting, and landscape renewal. Volunteers are also needed to 

do repairs and preparation work the week before. 

To volunteer for the Good Samaritan project, sign up in the Narthex or contact Bri-

an Boysen: 612-220-3795 or email at: bteambackup@earthlink.net. Please provide 

the following information: name, contact info, and work preference (repairs, land-

scaping, prep, and/or painting). Go to the Hearts & Hammers website: heartsand-

hammers.org/volunteers to review safety guidelines and electronically sign your 

waiver of liability online. Please note: Paper copies are NOT available on Program 

Day. Weather is always a factor, but we plan to get the home painted and the 

project finished on Saturday, September 12. 

FMSC Meal Packing 

Join other Good Samaritan folks for meal packing. Our next 

packing dates are Wednesday, August 12, from 9:30-11:15 a.m. 

and Friday, August 21, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Sign up with Jane 

Heimerl by two days ahead - jane.heimerl@yahoo.com. 


