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August 30, 2026 

Our Vision 
 

Inspiring  

Joyful Faith 

 

Building a  

Loving 

Community 

 

Serving 

Neighbors 

Near and Far 

 
 

Today’s 

Scripture 

 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Romans 12:9-21 

Who we are.          What we do. 

 

 Good Samaritan welcomes and affirms all persons regardless of age, 

gender, sexual orientation, race or socioeconomic background. We 

seek to reconcile any differences that divide us. 

 

Thank you…  

Usher: Janet VanBenthuysen 

AV Tech: Noemi Dooley 

Liturgist: Marilee Stevens 

Special Music: Faith Alive: John Brown, Wayne Grimsrud, Eric Linde, Mike 

McKinney, John Steffenhagen, Serena Steffenhagen 

Nursery: Gail Miller 

Fellowship Hosts: Caroline Carlin, Janet VanBenthuysen 

PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Rev. Max Richter, Lead Pastor (952) 452-9395, max@good.org 

Rev. Jim Beard, Director of Congregational Care (952) 452-9396, jim@good.org 

Jan Russell, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

 (952) 452-9398, jan@good.org 

Noemi Dooley, Coordinator of Online Engagement noemi@good.org 

Carey Shunskis, Director of Music Ministries/Chancel Choir carey@good.org 

Cynthia Betz, Organist/Accompanist cynthia@good.org 

Kate Graber, Chancel Chimes Director kate@good.org 

Christina Herold, Jubilee! Bell Choir Director christina@good.org 

Brad Carlin, Homeward Bound Director bradleypcarlin@gmail.com 

Serena Steffenhagen, Small Groups/Faith Alive Director serena@good.org 

Kim Hill, Bookkeeper (952) 452-9394, kim@good.org 

Cindy Bergstrom, Office Manager (952) 929-0049, cindy@good.org 

Dan Green, Building Engineer (952) 452-9400, danrg@good.org 

Rev. Dandy Lewis, Website Administrator dandy@good.org 

E-News 

Email cindy@good.org to receive the weekly e-news.  
 

Prayer Chain 

Email jim@good.org for prayer requests or to receive the weekly prayer chain email. 

Find us on: 



5 

PRELUDE “Come, Now Is the Time to Worship” BRIAN DOERKSEN 

 
GREETING & WELCOME 

 
*HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” UMH 64 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling 

us to go free a whole people despite our insecurities and 

fears. 
All: God, help us accept your call on our lives. 

Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full 

meaning of the call, the ways our families, friends, and 

communities may resist the good news and us as 

messengers of it. 
God, help us accept your mystery in our lives. 

Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we 

think we can handle, asking us to trust that God will provide 

what we need. 
God, help us accept your faithfulness in our lives. 

Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as 

natural as breathing, and sometimes we want to run as far 

as we can. But take assurance in this: You are not alone. 

God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no 

matter where it leads, God is there. 
God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that 

what you equip us to do is what you call us to do as 

members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
HYMN “Nothing Can Trouble” FWS 2054 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jan Russell 

After Children’s Time, children are invited to Sunday School in 200. 

 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Made to Worship” CHRIS TOMLIN, ED CASH 

  STEPHAN CONLEY SHARP 

 
SCRIPTURE  Exodus 3:1-15; Romans 12:9-21 (NRSVUE) 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE “Bless and Not Curse” Rev. Max Richter  

 
*HYMN “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” UMH 402 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our God*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

 
*HYMN “Be Still, My Soul” UMH 534 

 
*BLESSING  

Beloved, when the path is easy and when the path is rough, when God 

calls through a burning bush or a still, small voice or a loving rebuke, 

remember: you are not alone. May God bless you with the courage and 

humility to accept God’s call and with the assurance that if God calls you, 

God will equip you. Amen. 

 
*POSTLUDE “Here You Come Again” BARRY MANN, CYNTHIA WEIL 

 
Call to Worship: Adapted from a prayer written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/lessons-in-leadership/week-2-fourteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-

year-a 

Blessing: Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/lessons-in-leadership/week-2-fourteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-

year-a 

Cover Photo: by Cindy Bergstrom, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 2026 

Permission to stream the music in this service: CCS WORSHIPcast License WCL12712; One License A-710821  

Permission to reprint lyrics for the music in this service: Church Copyright License 23035864; One License A-710821  

 

WELCOME ! 

 

Nursery care is 

available for 

ages 6 weeks- 

3 years. 

 

Large print 

hymnals and 

bulletins are 

available from 

the ushers. 

 

Hearing assist 

devices are 

available at the 

sound booth. 

 

Thank you for 

supporting our 

ministries!

Offering plates 

are available  

doors as you exit 

or scan this QR 

code to give 

securely online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for 

refreshments in 

Aldersgate Hall 

after worship. 

 

*Standing or   

  sitting. 



Good Sam Happenings  

You’re in a GOOD place to … connect, grow, worship ... 

Music Survey 

Pastor Max and Carey Shunskis, our Director of Music Ministries, 

have put together a Music Ministry Survey to help us better 

understand the perspectives, preferences, and priorities of our 

congregation as we plan for the future of our music 

ministry. Please scan the QR code to access the survey.  

Your input is important to us! We would 

greatly appreciate you taking a few minutes to complete the 

survey. Thank you for helping us strengthen our music ministry. While 

we prefer that you use the online survey, a few paper copies are 

available on the Welcome Table in the Narthex. 

Hearts & Hammers Program Day 

Sign up to volunteer on Saturday, September 12 and week 

leading up to it. Hearts & Hammers is a local non-profit or-

ganization providing free exterior painting and mainte-

nance assistance for income-qualified homeowners across 

the Twin Cities. Home improvements are limited to exterior 

painting and minor repairs. The Program Day is expected to 

consist primarily of exterior home/garage preparation, 

scraping, priming, painting, and landscape renewal. Volunteers are also needed to 

do repairs and preparation work the week before. 

To volunteer for the Good Samaritan project, sign up in the Narthex or contact Bri-

an Boysen: 612-220-3795 or email at: bteambackup@earthlink.net. Please provide 

the following information: name, contact info, and work preference (repairs, land-

scaping, prep, and/or painting). Go to the Hearts & Hammers website: heartsand-

hammers.org/volunteers to review safety guidelines and electronically sign your 

waiver of liability online. Please note: Paper copies are NOT available on Program 

Day. Weather is always a factor, but we plan to get the home painted and the 

project finished on Saturday, September 12. 

Light the Way Home Fundraiser 

Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative’s annual 

fundraiser is on Tuesday, September 15, from noon to 1:00 

p.m., and the Good Samaritan Missions Team is hosting a 

table. Come enjoy a free lunch at the Brooklyn Center 

Heritage Center, and learn about the impact of the 

deeply affordable and supportive housing that Beacon 

develops and advocates for in Minnesota. See Janet VanBenthuysen after the 

service to register for this event or contact her at jv.pandora@gmail.com. 

   Homecoming Sunday 

See the upcoming September newsletter for 

Homecoming Month events, starting with Homecoming 

Sunday on September 13. 

We’ll celebrate grandparents that 

day! Bring your grandparents or 

grandchildren to church. We’ll have a photo booth and 

craft activities for families following worship. 

Then stay for our next Meets & Eats lunch! This month will 

include an additional option of grilled chicken 

sandwiches for Homecoming Sunday! Please consider 

bringing a side dish or joining one of the 

volunteer crews. Scan the QR code, go to 

tinyurl.com/GSSummertime, or see the sign-up 

sheet in the Narthex to see where help is needed.  

New Program Year Begins 

See the weekly Highlights emails and the September The 

Samaritan newsletter for all of the ministries that are starting 

up again this fall. Music groups, Small Group book studies, 

Tuesday Bible Study, and more resume their program-year 

schedules this next month. 


