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Our Vision 
 

Inspiring  

Joyful Faith 

 

Building a  

Loving 

Community 

 

Serving 

Neighbors 

Near and Far 

 
 

Today’s 

Scripture 

 

Exodus 16:2-15 

Matthew 20:1-16  

Who we are.          What we do. 

 

 Good Samaritan welcomes and affirms all persons regardless of age, 

gender, sexual orientation, race or socioeconomic background. We 

seek to reconcile any differences that divide us. 

 

Thank you…  

Usher: Dean Kraus 

AV Techs: Beth Hutson, Mike Hutson 

Altar Flowers: provided by Mary Olson in memory of her parents 

Liturgist: Marilee Stevens 

Special Music: Chancel Choir 

Nursery: Gail Miller, Shelley Scharping 

Fellowship Hosts: Jeff Jelen, Rod Pedley 

PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Rev. Max Richter, Lead Pastor (952) 452-9395, max@good.org 

Rev. Jim Beard, Director of Congregational Care (952) 452-9396, jim@good.org 

Jan Russell, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

 (952) 452-9398, jan@good.org 

Noemi Dooley, Coordinator of Online Engagement noemi@good.org 

Carey Shunskis, Director of Music Ministries/Chancel Choir carey@good.org 

Cynthia Betz, Organist/Accompanist cynthia@good.org 

Kate Graber, Chancel Chimes Director kate@good.org 

Christina Herold, Jubilee! Bell Choir Director christina@good.org 

Brad Carlin, Homeward Bound Director bradleypcarlin@gmail.com 

Serena Steffenhagen, Small Groups/Faith Alive Director serena@good.org 

Kim Hill, Bookkeeper (952) 452-9394, kim@good.org 

Cindy Bergstrom, Office Manager (952) 929-0049, cindy@good.org 

Dan Green, Building Engineer (952) 452-9400, danrg@good.org 

Rev. Dandy Lewis, Website Administrator dandy@good.org 

E-News 

Email cindy@good.org to receive the weekly e-news.  
 

Prayer Chain 

Email jim@good.org for prayer requests or to receive the weekly prayer chain email. 

Find us on: 
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PRELUDE Three Settings of "Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr" 

 FREIDRICH ZACHAU, ANDREAS VETTER, JOHANN WALTHER 

 
GREETING & WELCOME 

 
*HYMN “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” UMH 127 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: In times of busyness and stress 
All: when we feel surrounded by challenges on all sides… 

We gather to learn to strive side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

In times of joy and rest 
when we feel the goodness of God’s provision and 

abundance deep in our bones… 

We gather to learn to strive side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

In times of conflict and distress 
when we feel just how hard it is to live in unity together… 

We gather to learn to strive side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

Disciples of Christ, come, 
let us worship God who empowers us to press on… 

As we learn to strive side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

 
HYMN “Come and Fill Our Hearts” FWS 2157 

 sing 3 times 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jan Russell 

After Children’s Time, children are invited to Sunday School in 200. 

 
APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT PRESENTATION 

 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Bless the Lord, O My Soul” CAROLYN JENNINGS 

 
SCRIPTURE  Exodus 16:2-15; Matthew 20:1-16 (NRSVUE) 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE “The Kingdom of God is Like… ” Rev. Max Richter  

 
*HYMN “Wounded World that Cries for Healing” FWS 2177 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our God*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

 
*HYMN “Lord of All Hopefulness” FWS 2197 

 
*BLESSING  

One: As you go from this place, may God bless you with wisdom, 

courage, and perseverance to live your life in a manner worthy 

of the gospel of Christ as 
All: we work, rest, play, and for the faith of the gospel. Amen. 

 
*POSTLUDE Fanfare on "Now Thank We All Our God" CHARLES CALLAHAN 

 

 

 
Call to Worship: written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2026. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/pressing-on-worship-series/week-1-seventeenth-sunday-after-

pentecost-year-a/week-1-seventeenth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-a-pressing-on-liturgical-resources 

Blessing: Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2026. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/pressing-on-worship-series/week-1-seventeenth-sunday-after-

pentecost-year-a/week-1-seventeenth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-a-pressing-on-liturgical-resources 

Cover Photo: Tuğba on pexels.com  

Permission to stream the music in this service: One License A-710821  

 

WELCOME ! 

 

Nursery care is 

available for 

ages 6 weeks- 

3 years. 

 

Large print 

hymnals and 

bulletins are 

available from 

the ushers. 

 

Hearing assist 

devices are 

available at the 

sound booth. 

 

Thank you for 

supporting our 

ministries!

Offering plates 

are available  

doors as you exit 

or scan this QR 

code to give 

securely online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for 

refreshments in 

Aldersgate Hall 

after worship. 

 

*Standing or   

  sitting. 



Good Sam Happenings  

You’re in a GOOD place to … connect, grow, worship ... 

Membership Orientation Today 

Interested in learning more about Good Samaritan and possibly joining? 

Pastor Max is offering a membership orientation today, following worship 

in the Fireside Room. This 45-minute session will include introductions, 

questions about the United Methodist Church and Good Samaritan 

ministries, and fellowship together. New members are invited to join on October 4 or 

another Sunday that works for your schedule. Another membership orientation will be 

offered on October 18 as well. 

Small Group Book Series 

Monday (1st & 3rd) Night Small Group: Serena Steffenhagen is offering a 2-book series 

for small group discussion on the first and third Monday nights of the month. The first 

book is Love Is the Way by Bishop Michael Curry. “This book will lead readers to 

discover the gifts they need in order to live the way of love.”  The second book, 

Healing the Heart of Democracy (updated edition) by Parker J. Palmer, will follow. 

Palmer explores “5 habits of the heart” and ways to nurture an understanding that 

we’re all in this together and an appreciation of the value of “otherness.” 

The Monday night small group begins tomorrow September 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Conference Room. If you are planning to attend, please read the Introduction and 

chapters 1 & 2 of Love is the Way before the first gathering time.  

Thursday Morning Small Group Update: The Thursday morning small 

group, led by Serena Steffenhagen, has began discussing Healing 

the Heart of Democracy, by Parker J. Palmer and will continue to 

meet every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in the Lower Lobby.  

Contact Serena with questions - serena@good.org. 

Snapshots Multigenerational Activities 

Snapshots is here! This is a short multigenerational curriculum that 

follows the Revised Common Lectionary and is a resource that 

helps you creatively connect the Scripture and themes in worship 

with interactive, multigenerational activities. It will be set up in 

Aldersgate Hall after each service for participation during 

fellowship time. Jan Russell is really excited to share this new 

activity with you! 

Outdoor Worship and Blessing of the Animals 

Next Sunday, September 27, join us for worship in the 

outdoor amphitheater. Our Homeward Bound band will 

lead our service, and we will celebrate our pets with a 

Blessing of the Animals. Bring your pet or a photo of a 

departed pet in their memory for a special blessing. 

Pastors Max and Jim on Vacation 

Pastors Max and Jim will both be out the week of September 27, leaving after worship 

and Pastor Jim’s class. Linda McCollough from Eden Prairie UMC will be on call for 

pastoral emergencies at 612-978-2917. 

Care Package Time! 

It is time to send some love and snacks to our young adults! Please 

send Jan (jan@good.org) the address of your young adult, and a care 

package will be sent to them the first week of October!  (They can be 

a college student, a gap-year kid, a military friend, anyone 18 to 22!) 

Upcoming Class 

“More Than a Fish - Responding to a World in Need” 

Our world is in trouble. Homelessness, hunger, poverty, 

violence, war, racism, environmental crisis, greed, 

domination, sustainable agriculture, global health 

emergencies, and corruption in high places are a few of 

the issues that confront us. Unfortunately, guilt, 

powerlessness, and fear are three dragons that paralyze 

the church in its efforts to move beyond a surface-level 

kind of charity. We may end up with more questions than answers as we move beyond 

our comfort zones, but God’s people are called to believe that things can be different 

and that with God we are not powerless. This three-part series will take place after 

worship in October. Registration will begin mid-September. Contact Pastor Jim with 

questions – jim@good.org. 


