October
2026

Worship Themes

October 4 -
Communion / “Pray
Without Ceasing”

October 11 - “Showing
Up!!

October 18 - “Gifts -
the Way to Living
Richly” / Pastor Jim
preaching

October 25 - Blessing
of Stewardship Gifts /
“Stewards of Grace”

TheSamaritan

2027

Welcome to October at Good Samaritan UMC! As we savor the fall
harvest, we give thanks for God’s many blessings in our lives. As part
of this gratitude, we begin our stewardship season throughout this
month. Each week will focus on a different aspect of our United
Methodist membership vows to be faithful stewards in our prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness of how we live our faith in the
world every day.

Later this month you will receive a pledge card for your 2027
estimate of giving. We will bless these cards in worship on October
25, but you are welcome to mail them beforehand or notify us
electronically of your intentions at good.org/give/make-a-pledge.
Receiving your intentions in October helps us budget carefully as
we continue to grow our ministries and achieve our goals for 2027
and beyond. We are grateful for your continued generosity!

United Methodists vow to

faithfully participate in the church's
ministries by their prayers, their presence,
their gifts, their service, and their witness.




OUR STAFF

Rev. Max Richter
Lead Pastor
max@good.org
(952) 452-9395

Rev. Jim Beard

Director of Congregational
Care

jim@good.org

(952) 452-9396

Jan Russell

Director of Children, Youth
and Family Ministries
jan@good.org

(952) 452-9398

Carey Shunskis

Director of Music Ministries/

Chancel Choir
carey@good.org

Cynthia Betz
Organist/Accompanist
cynthia@good.org

Kate Graber
Chancel Chimes Director
kate@good.org

Christina Herold
Jubilee! Bell Choir Director
christina@good.org

Brad Carlin
Homeward Bound Director
bradleypcarlin@gmail.com

Serena Steffenhagen
Small Groups/Faith Alive Director
serena@good.org

Cindy Bergstrom
Office Manager
cindy@good.org
(952) 929-0049

Kim Hill
Bookkeeper
kim@good.org
(952) 452-9394

Dan Green
Building Engineer
danrg@good.org
(952) 452-9400

Dandy Lewis
Website Administrator
dandy@good.org
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A Time for Renewal

With the blessing of our Staff Parish Team, Church
Council, and our Conference Superintendent, Becky Jo
Messenbrink, | will be taking a twelve-week renewal
leave (sabbatical) next summer. | am finalizing the
exact dates, but it will be approximately June 20-
September 7. We are encouraged to take this renewal
time every six or seven years. My last sabbatical was in
2021. Clergy can take between three and six months of leave. Three
months feels right for this season for both me and Good Samaritan. My
colleague Rev. Rachael Warner will be covering preaching, some team
meetings, and staff support at approximately 10 to 12 hours per week.
The Annual Conference provides funding to help cover Rachael’s
compensation. My compensation continues at its normal pace
throughout the sabbatical time, as is Conference practice.

Rachael is an elder in our conference and serves as
Director of Chaplaincy at Lifespark Home Health Care in
the northwest suburbs. | am thrilled she will be helping us in
the interim. She served as a youth director for many years
before serving two local churches as lead pastor. We
worked closely together when she served at Anoka, and |
was at Champlin prior to Good Samaritan. You'll find
Rachael to be a great leader - wise, down to earth, straightforward,
and an excellent preacher and pastoral care presence.

I'll be working closely with our Staff Parish Relations Team in the next nine
months to make sure all the bases are covered with week-to-week
operations. This also gives us the rest of the program year to settle more
deeply into the merged congregation and set strategic planning for the
future.

Many thanks to our leadership teams and staff for all of their support as |
take this extended Sabbath time to care for my primary relationships,
self, and recharge for years of ministry to come.

Best,

Pa"p”('o/ /%a)(



News & Events

An October Adventure!

Through the years, a good number of people have asked
Dandy where she takes her sandhill crane photos. Those
of us living in Minneapolis are fortunate to have a place
about 1% hours away where we can see quite a few
Sandhill Cranes during their fall migration.

You are invited to join Dandy Lewis and Tony Branch on
Wednesday, October 21, on a day trip to Crex Meadows

sandhill crane fall migration. We will meet at Good
Samaritan at 1:00 p.m. to carpool. The timing of our trip will allow us to be at Crex Meadows to
view the cranes in the late afternoon, as they return to the safety of the marsh for the night.

If you are interested in participating in this adventure,
please sign up with the QR code or at tinyurl.com/
GScranes. If you would be able to drive your car and take
people with you, please type in the “Public

Comment” box that you can drive and the

number of people who can ride with you.

Because of the price of gas these days, we 9

are suggesting a donation of $10 be given :

to the drivers.

¥ 2 T St - . . -
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If you have any questions, please call or
email Dandy at 612-518-7652, dandy@good.org.

Celebration Potluck for Noemi

Noemi Dooley, our Coordinator of Online Engagement, finished up her staff
position at the end of September. We are grateful that Noemi and her husband
Kyle will continue to be a part of our congregation. As Noemi's wedding
photography business is growing, she discerned a need to focus more
completely on her full-time job. Noemi has served us very well in this transition
season with the merger: working the bugs out of a new A/V system, recruiting
and training volunteers, engaging the community with our social media,
helping update our website, and much more.

We will honor Noemi on Sunday, October 4 following worship with a savory appetizer potluck.
Since it is Worldwide Communion Sunday, international treats are encouraged.

The Staff Parish Relations Team will be posting for the position soon. If you have any referrals,
please pass them along to Peter Grinager or Pastor Max.

Please join our staff and Staff Parish Relations Team in giving thanks for Noemi's faithful ministry
with us these last nine months.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4FABA929A7FE3-65876294-sandhill
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4FABA929A7FE3-65876294-sandhill

Aldersgate History

Aldersgate’s Children and Youth Ministries
by Marjie Broderson, former Aldersgate Youth Leader

Aldersgate has had a rich history of vibrant, meaningful,
and fun Children’s and Youth Ministries.

Beginning around 2008, AUMC began the process of
changing its children’s Sunday school curriculum to @
workshop rotation model. In this program, the children
studied the same Bible lesson for a month, rotating
through different workshops - storytelling, science, arts
and crafts, cooking, and games. Different families within
the church *adopted” a Sunday school classroom and
created a theme-based environment for a specific workshop. The classrooms turned into a
campsite in the wilderness, a game room, a science lab, etc. Children from K-6t grade learned
about the Gospel and Old Testament stories and had lots of fun at the same time. Children’s
Ministries also included Children’s Messages in worship every week, a Children’s Pageant in
worship at Christmas time, Vacation Bible School in the summers, and support for kids to go to
United Methodist camps.

Youth Ministries included weekly Confirmation classes

with adult mentors and a Confirmation retreat, weekly

Youth Group activities like fellowship outings, bowling,
movies, etc., and the youth group attending one
another’s school activities like sports games, plays, and
concerts. The Youth loved lock-ins (overnights in the
church building). At these events, many hours of a
game called “chase” were played, which is a moving
kind of tag played throughout the building (which had
lots of good hiding places), a jail where you would go
when you got tagged, and a way for those who were
still free to get you out. All of this was played in the dark
with only safety lights on. Lots of fun was had, but not a lot of sleep.

The Youth also participated in “Unknown Destination” trips where they would head out to a
different church for an overnight, teaching, fellowship, and fun activities without knowing where
they were going or what they would do on the trip.

Lastly, our yearly Mission Trips through the Appalachia
Service Project program, the Mountain T.O.P program
(Tennessee), and many more allowed youth to serve
others through home repair projects for people who had
very few resources and to build relationships with the
homeowners. Mission Trips also gave youth (and adults)
opportunities to travel, worship together, meet other
Youth from around the country, and build their faith.
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Congregational Care

Pastor Jim Beard
(he/him)

Director of
Congregational Care

jim@good.org
952-452-9396

Forest Floor
photo by PJBeard 2021

The Old Must Die for the New to Come

“Not a man of this generation shall see the
good land | swore to give your forefathers ....
And the little ones that you said would be
faken captive ... they will enter the land.”

- Deuteronomy 1:35, 39 MSG

Moses is reviewing the history of the Israelites’
journey to the Promised Land. Those who were
mere children when they started out (some
perhaps not even born yet) now stand before
him as men and women; their fathers/mothers,
uncles/aunts, and grandparents are now dead.
An entirely new world is about to open to this
younger generation. How will they handle it?

So Moses reminds them of the Ten
Commandments and the holy laws they are to
continue to follow. Will they obey? Will they do
better at this than those who raised them? They
stand on the edge of the Promised Land, God’s
promises are about to be fulfiled, and they will
be the ones who get to enter in! Are they
ready?!

Itis a profound truth that, many times, blessed
change cannot come to the present
generation. The children in our arms will receive
it, but we will not. Racism must die along with

our grandparents before brothers and sisters
with different skin tones can live in peace
together. Phobias and hatreds will need to be
buried with our parents before love can fully
move in to replace the fears. Injustices must die
with us so that they won't find a home with our
offspring. Are we ready to let go?!

But children! Be carefull Don’'t let the blessings
of faith pass away when you take over the
future. Hold the faith firmly, and don’t leave it
behind. The land flowing with milk and honey is
before you, but only if you continue to follow
God'’s gracious guidance out of the wilderness.
Are you ready?!

Lord of all the generations, bless our children
with even more of your good promises, even
more than the bounty we and our ancestors
have received. May we prepare them well to
be faithful with you in the new times and the
new worlds that are before them. Amen.



Congregational Care

Upcoming Opportunities for Growth

Contact Pastor Jim with questions - im@good.org.

More Than a Fish
Responding to a World in Need

Responding to the hurts and pains of this world is
going to take more than we may realize. There is
more to eliminating world hunger than giving
someone a fish. There is a difference between
peace-loving and peace-making. Thoughtful
words, stories from the margins, and provocative

More Than a Fish

Responding to a World in Need

pieces of artistry will lead us to =]
wrestle together over what is )ﬁ%}%&l
likely required for lasting change -y
to take root. All who wish to explore the depths without and the depths within ' 9 -.H:E.F
can register at tinyurl.com/GSMoreThanAFish or with the QR code. This series will

;ﬁqi

be held after worship on the last three Sundays of October. E|

The Two Roads to Bethlehem

Journeying to the Christ Child

. : THE TWO 3o ROADS
Our Gospels record quite different accounts of IBFTHLBHEM

our Messiah'’s birth. This Advent season we will Joumeymg to the Christ Child
savor the unique story that each one tells and in
doing so, allow it to speak to our strongest needs a
and desires. Registration will open in late b 7‘ Y‘W
October. Classes will take place after worship y | l ‘ ‘ W
during the four Sundays of Advent and will be led
by Pastor Jim.

Thursday Afternoon Book Group

Our next meeting is on Thursday, October 8, at 1:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. The
discussion title is The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict, a fictionalized
biography of Hedy Lamatrr, the iconic 1930s and 1940s Hollywood actress who
was also a brilliant, hidden scientist. Please join us and share in our discussion,
fellowship, and refreshments. Questions: Contact Vicki Dunn. 952-930-3431,
victoria.dunn@myctl.net.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AAEAA2CA31-65797467-more#/

Children, Youth and Family Ministries

Sacred Parenthood: Conclusion

Our parenting book for 2026 is Sacred Parenthood: Spiritual - CYF
Practices for the Highs and Lows of Parenting by Aizaiah G.

Yong and Nereyda Yong.

In this book we have been looking at a contemplative
parenting practice. It uses an acronym SACRED: settle,
acknowledge, curiosity, restore, enjoy, and dance.

Conclusion: “Transforming the World. One act at a fime.”

We see faith not as a dogmatic belief but rather as the
ongoing openness to face life as it is. Faith is not about

changing things to fit our image. It is about being changed

by each moment through openness to God’s mysterious
work. - The Yongs

CHILDREN YOUTH AND
FAMILY MINISTRIES

Jan M. Russell (she/her)

Director of Children, Youth
& Family Ministries

jan@good.org
952-452-9398

* »
Here are my favorite family phrases they list at the end of the 4
book: Lo \
o Each of us matters in this family and we are here to support i
each other. - |
e God Loves You! God lives in your heart, your body and in R

the whole world.
e You are loved just for being you.

GOOD SAMARITAN UMC *

« | love you unconditionally. Even when it feels hard, my love DRIVE-THRU

is here to stay.
e | am here to listen. | am in this with you.
« True strength is found in how we love.
« What you feel is important. | am here to support you.

| am praying for you and your family. ~ Jan

Snapshots is a

¥ multigenerational curriculum
a2 A that follows the Revised
Common Lectionary and is a
resource that helps you
creatively connect the
Scripture and themes in worship with interactive,
multi-generational activities. It will be set up in
Aldersgate Hall after each service to participate
in at fellowship time. | am really excited to share
this new activity with you!

s

Sna}.»shots

MINI-BOO !

DRIVE TROUGH THE PORTICO
FOR A GOODIE BAG! .

OCTOBER 31 4PM - 6PM

By helping children
engage in games ‘
involving emotions, o 3:- >

they can better

articulate what

they are feeling,

and they can

understand others’  Building Faithful Families
emotions better, SRASSERIE S0 M S
too.

This month’s resource is Feeling Flashcards
for a fun feelings game. You can pick up
this resource from the Welcome Desk in the
Narthex or Jan can email them to you - let
her know at jan@good.org.


mailto:nikki@good.org

Missions & Reconciling

What Have We Been Doing?

At the last two sessions of Feed My Starving
Children, Good Samairitans joined other
volunteers — over 100 in total — to pack 52,992
meals. That is enough to feed 144 children for a
year. Drivers also delivered meals to
homebound people in Edina for Meals on
Wheels.

September has been a month focused on
housing security. Through OASIS for Youth, we
helped a young woman, her sister, and baby
niece remain in their home after a crisis with rent
assistance. We have continued to support STEP’s
efforts to help the families displaced by the Helix
fire. Thank you for your generosity!

A dedicated group from Good Samaritans,
along with friends and family of former member
Karen Bach, did exterior repairs, painting, and
landscaping for a home in north Minneapolis
through Hearts & Hammers. While the program
day was on September 12, the work started in
August with identifying repairs to be done with
the homeowner. On additional days prior to
9/12, teams did repairs, power washing, and
scraping. Some additional work may yet be
done. Well over 20 volunteers made all this
happen. A big thanks to them all, but especially
to Karen Bach and Brian Boysen!

photos by Brian Boysen

Ten Good Samaritan folks attended Beacon
Interfaith Housing Collaborative’s annual
fundraiser, “Light the Way Home”. Over a
delicious lunch, we learned how supportive
housing has impacted the lives of two people
and how Beacon is taking advocacy for
supportive housing all the way to Washington,
DC.

Coming Up in October

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 8:30-9:00 a.m.: Beacon
“Rent Is Due”, monthly update and advocacy
action on Zoom. Register at
beaconinterfaith.org/events.

Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:00-8:30 p.m.: Missions Team
Meeting in Conference Room.

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 9:30-11:15 a.m. and Friday,
Oct. 30, 5:00-6:30 p.m.: Feed My Starving
Children meal packing at Chanhassen site,
18732 Lake Dr E. Contact Jane Heimerl at
jane.heimerl@yahoo.com to sign up.

Friday, Oct. 16, 10:45 a.m. and Friday, Oct. 30,
10:45 a.m.: Meals on Wheels delivery. Contact
Vicki Dunn at victoria.dunn@myctl.net to
volunteer.

Minnesota Reconciling Congregations
(MRC) welcomed two new member
}, - congregations, New City Church and
\ ' Northeast UMC! Contact Brian Boysen
at bteambackup@earthlink.net or visit
the reconciling website at mnrcumc.org for
more information.

Call for Submissions: LGBTQ+ Devotional - Do
you have inspiration to share with others?

Minnesota Reconciling Congregations is
developing a devotional guide featuring the
writings and art of LGBTQ+ United Methodists
and ecumenical friends from Minnesota.

The writings or art should share an uplifting,
spiritual message. Submissions will be gathered
and edited by MRC volunteers and made
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https://www.beaconinterfaith.org/event/rent-is-due-10-7-2026/
https://www.mnrcumc.org/

Missions

available in a small volume (print and digital) to
congregations and individuals. They are
accepting submissions in the following formats:

e 250- or 500-word essay/prose
e Poetry
« Digital art with artist’s statement

The submission deadline is October 31, 2026. For
more information and the submission form follow
this link: bit.ly/LGBTQdevotional.

Highlighting Housing Security

Housing insecurity shows up in different ways —
from fear of losing a home to not having a
home at all. Losing a home might be from
inability to afford rent or the upkeep of a home,
deferred maintenance causing livability issues,
and unforeseen disasters such as fires or floods.
Fear and uncertainty about having a place to
call home impacts all other aspects of a
person’s life.

We learned this at the “Light the Way Home"
event from two people who have found safe
and affordable homes through Beacon
Interfaith Housing Collaborative. One’s whole
life — not just your stuff — gets boxed up when
you don’'t have a place to call home. The fear
of not having a safe place to sleep, to not
being able to close and lock a door, doesn’t
just mean you don't have a roof over your
head, it means that everything else in your life is
put on hold.

When we think of housing the homeless, we too
often think about shelters. But shelters are like
emergency rooms — they take care of an
immediate need of safe night sleep, but they
don't help those experiencing homelessness
with finding a home. Supportive housing has
proven to be a successful path toward home.

What is supportive housing? Supportive housing
offers residents access to onsite services and

professionals who help
them with everything from
mental health and career
planning to financial
literacy and parenting.
Paired with rent subsidies,
affordable supportive
housing brings relief and
flexibility to residents’ budgets and lives. The
services are tailored to the needs of each
individual and family, whether they want to
focus on finding a job, advancing education,
connecting with the community, improving
health, or all the above.

No matter the focus, supportive housing offers
residents trusted onsite advocates to work in
partnership as they set goals and map a plan
for success.

When we advocate for supportive housing,
when we assist people with rent to prevent
them from being evicted, when we repair
homes to help people remain in their homes, we
aren’t just helping people remain housed, we
are ensuring they have a home, so they can
breath and be. They can move forward and
grow — and they can do amazing things,
including becoming an advocate in
Washington, DC, or returning to being an artist.

Endurance by Beacon resident, OJ Pipeboy, 2024


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3RGZ4dE51gO59Y11ULptK2MwWIzEWFjkasuxzj75T8Inw_A/viewform

Conference News

Walking in the Footsteps of American Methodism
By Anna Mutzenberger

For six days in late July, clergy from the Dakotas and
Minnesota Annual Conferences [including Pastors
Max and Carol] stepped out of their usual routines
and into the history of American Methodism.

From July 26-31,
participants traveled
together through New gE8
York City,
Philadelphia,
Delaware, and
Baltimore as part of
the American
Methodist Pilgrimage,
a partnership with the ®
General Commission
on Archives and
History (GCAH). The
six-day journey invited <&

in the steps of Bishop
Francis Asbury and
other early Methodist
leaders” while discovering
the places where
American Methodism took root.

The pilgrimage included stops at historic Methodist
sites including John Street United Methodist Church
in New York City, Historic St. George's United
Methodist Church and Mother Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, Barratt’s
Chapel in Delaware, Old Otterbein, Sharp Street
Memorial, and Lovely Lane United Methodist
Churches in Baltimore, and other sites connected to
the history of the denomination.

But for those who participated, the trip was about
more than visiting historic buildings and learning
names and dates. It was an opportunity to
experience Methodist history in a new way, reflect
on the church's past, and consider what that history
means for its future.

Throughout the week, participants walked through
Lower Manhattan, traveled by bus from New York
City to Philadelphia, explored the history of
Methodism at the nation’s founding, visited

The Groups outside of Barratt's Chapel in Delaware.

Independence Hall, and gathered for communion
at Barratt’s Chapel. The group also explored African
American Methodist history, including a walk to
Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church,
e before continuing on to

= Z: _:‘,ﬁ?"'f & historic Methodist sites in
-
L
ﬂ
= =

=2, Baltimore.

"'.':.E pilgrimage offered a
=== Chance to connect their
.-'E'- own Methodist journeys
% with the people and

8 places that came

before them.

The opportunity to travel
alongside colleagues
from both conferences
was another meaningful
=1 part of the experience.

Rev. Max Richter of
Good Samaritan United

Methodist Church in Edina,
Minnesota, has roots in the Dakotas Conference
through youth and camping ministry and has called
Minnesota home since the early 1990s.

“To be with this group of peers was like going home
and looking to the future of our heritage all at
once,” Richter v _
said, “This frip N
gave me time ‘ “
to reflect on
the work of
restoration and
regeneration
happening
and yet to
come in my
local
congregation
and also for the
shared
ministries of
both
Conferences.”

Bishop Lanette Plambeck served
Communion in Barratft's Chapel.
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The American Methodist Pilgrimage offered participants a chance to look backward while also looking
forward. By experiencing the places where early Methodists worshiped, traveled, preached, and built
community, participants were reminded that the story of Methodism is not simply a story preserved in books
and archives. Itis a living heritage that continues to shape the church today.

For the clergy who made the journey, walking those historic streets and gathering in those sacred spaces
offered a renewed appreciation for where the church has come from, and an opportunity to consider
where God may be leading it next.

The past was not simply something they studied on this pilgrimage. They walked through it, listened to its
stories, and carried those stories with them as they returned home.

The General Commission on Archives and History, the architect of the pilgrimage, plans to make the
American Methodist Pilgrimage an annual opportunity, inviting others across the connectlon to walk in the
footsteps of those who helped shape our Methodist
heritage and discover how that history continues to inspire
the church today.

To read the full article, visit:
minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-
american-methodism-19945004

Anna Mutzenberger is communications assistant at the
Dakotas Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Participants gathered at historic
St. George's UMC in Philadelphia, PA.

Finance Team

Finance Update

August was again a solid month forincome, especially considering the summer months tend
to be lighter. Highlights include $12k in unpledged income and $9k in facility use fees. Thank
you for remembering Good Samaritan! Details can be found in the table below.

We are starting the work on the 2027 Budget. Watch for pledge cards being sent out later this
month.

Thank you for your continued support of our church!

Aug Actuals Aug Plan Yea;;:z-all):te
Income $51,750 $41,115 $582,938
Expense $57,062 $59,863 $549,201
Net ($5,132) ($18,748) $33,737
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