
WORSHIP 
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Good Samaritan United Methodist Church 
5730 Grove Street, Edina, Minnesota 55436 

(952) 929-0049 ~ good.org 

October 4, 2026 

Our Vision 
 

Inspiring  

Joyful Faith 

 

Building a  

Loving 

Community 

 

Serving 

Neighbors 

Near and Far 

 
 

Today’s 

Scripture 

 

Psalm 100 

1 Thessalonians 

5:15-28 

Who we are.          What we do. 

 

 Good Samaritan welcomes and affirms all persons regardless of age, 

gender, sexual orientation, race or socioeconomic background. We 

seek to reconcile any differences that divide us. 

 

Thank you…  

Ushers: Jane Heimerl, Janet VanBenthuysen 

AV Tech: Noemi Dooley 

Liturgist: Mary Olson 

Special Music: Chancel Choir 

Communion Servers: 

Nursery: Peter Heim, Mary Hinz 

Sunday School: Peter Grinager 

Fellowship Host: Jeff Jelen 

PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Rev. Max Richter, Lead Pastor (952) 452-9395, max@good.org 

Rev. Jim Beard, Director of Congregational Care (952) 452-9396, jim@good.org 

Jan Russell, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

 (952) 452-9398, jan@good.org 

Noemi Dooley, Coordinator of Online Engagement noemi@good.org 

Carey Shunskis, Director of Music Ministries/Chancel Choir carey@good.org 

Cynthia Betz, Organist/Accompanist cynthia@good.org 

Kate Graber, Chancel Chimes Director kate@good.org 

Christina Herold, Jubilee! Bell Choir Director christina@good.org 

Brad Carlin, Homeward Bound Director bradleypcarlin@gmail.com 

Serena Steffenhagen, Small Groups/Faith Alive Director serena@good.org 

Kim Hill, Bookkeeper (952) 452-9394, kim@good.org 

Cindy Bergstrom, Office Manager (952) 929-0049, cindy@good.org 

Dan Green, Building Engineer (952) 452-9400, danrg@good.org 

Rev. Dandy Lewis, Website Administrator dandy@good.org 

E-News 

Email cindy@good.org to receive the weekly e-news.  
 

Prayer Chain 

Email jim@good.org for prayer requests or to receive the weekly prayer chain email. 

Find us on: 



5 

PRELUDE “I Need Thee Every Hour” ARR. DALE WOOD 

 

GREETING & WELCOME   

 

*HYMN “All Who Hunger” FWS 2126 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy 
All: The Blessed One is near 

Welcoming us, welcoming all 

May your grace be known  
May your wisdom be known  

Let the peoples praise you, O God 
Let all the peoples praise you 

 

HYMN “Fill My Cup, Lord” UMH 641 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Max Richter 
After Children’s Time, children are invited to Sunday School in 200. 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER - Jennifer Roach 

 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Jubilate Deo” BENJAMIN BRITTEN 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  

serve the Lord with gladness,  

and come before his presence with a song.  

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:  

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  

we are his children and the sheep of his pasture.  

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,  

and into his courts with praise;  

be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting,  

and his truth endureth from generation to generation.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen.  

SCRIPTURE  Psalm 100; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-28 (NRSVUE) 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE “Pray Without Ceasing” Rev. Max Richter  

 
*HYMN “Christian People, Raise Your Song” UMH 636 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

One: God of the Nations 
All: We stand apart from you 

We stand apart from each other 

We stand huddled with those familiar to us 
Hiding behind walls 

Throwing our stones 

Our divisions dishonor you 
We harm instead of heal 

You weep 

   (Offer your own prayers of confession during this moment of silence.) 

Nothing can stand against You 
Nothing 

No sin, no death 

No prejudice, no division 
Nothing can stand against our God 

You’re making us whole and holy in your mercy and grace 

Standing together in truth and grace 
Standing together in power and love 

Standing together in unrelenting hope 
You’re making us one as you are One 

Amen. 

 The Great Thanksgiving – Musical Setting B UMH pp.18-20 

 

WELCOME ! 

 

Nursery care is 

available for 

ages 6 weeks- 

3 years. 

 

Large print 

hymnals and 

bulletins are 

available from 

the ushers. 

 

Hearing assist 

devices are 

available at the 

sound booth. 

 

Thank you for 

supporting our 

ministries!

Offering plates 

are available  

doors as you exit 

or scan this QR 

code to give 

securely online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for 

refreshments in 

Aldersgate Hall 

after worship. 

 

*Standing or   

  sitting. 



 The Lord’s Prayer  
Our God*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
(*Mother, Father, Creator, etc. - use the word that is most meaningful for you.) 

 Receiving the Elements 

  The body of Christ, given for you. Amen or Alleluia. 

  The cup of the New Covenant, poured for you. Amen or Alleluia. 

 Music During Distribution “Jubilate Deo” MICHAEL PRAETORIUS 

  O be joyful in the Lord. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

 
*HYMN “The Summons” FWS 2130 

 
*BLESSING  

 
*POSTLUDE “Grande Dance for Organ” JAN SWEELINCK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Call to Worship: by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, based on Psalm 67 © 2023 Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, www.revlisad.com. 

https://thepastorsworkshop.com/liturgy/call-to-worship-based-on-psalm-67. 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon: "Standing Together" by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia © 2022 Lisa Ann Moss 

Degrenia, www.revlisad.com. 

Blessing: "Make Us Your Children" by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia © 2020 Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, www.revlisad.com. 

https://thepastorsworkshop.com/blog/world-communion-sunday-liturgy. 

Cover Photo: Binti Malu on pexels.com 

Permission to stream the music in this service: CCS WORSHIPcast License WCL12712; One License A-710821  

Permission to reprint lyrics for the music in this service: Church Copyright License 23035864; One License A-710821  

Good Sam Happenings  

You’re in a GOOD place to … connect, grow, worship ... 

Celebrating Noemi 

Join us in Aldersgate Hall following worship today to 

honor Noemi Dooley for her good work with us. We 

will enjoy a savory appetizer potluck. 

Stewardship Season Begins 

As we savor the fall harvest, we give thanks for 

God’s many blessings in our lives. As part of this 

gratitude, we begin our stewardship season 

throughout this month. Each week will focus on a 

different aspect of our United Methodist 

membership vows to be faithful stewards in our 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness of how 

we live our faith in the world every day.  

Later this month you will receive a pledge card for your 2027 estimate of 

giving. We will bless these cards in worship on October 25, but you are 

welcome to mail them beforehand or notify us electronically of your intentions 

at good.org/give/make-a-pledge. Receiving your intentions in October helps 

us budget carefully as we continue to grow our ministries and achieve our 

goals for 2027 and beyond. We are grateful for your continued generosity!  



Upcoming Class 

“More Than a Fish - Responding to a World in Need” 

In a troubled world, we may end up with more questions than 

answers, but God’s people are called to believe 

that things can be different and that with God 

we are not powerless. This three-part series will 

take place after worship in October. Register at 

tinyurl.com/GSMoreThanAFish or with the QR 

code. Contact Pastor Jim with questions – jim@good.org. 

Care Package Time! 

It is time to send some love and snacks to our young adults! Please 

send Jan (jan@good.org) the address of your young adult, and a care 

package will be sent to them the first week of October!  (They can be 

a college student, a gap-year kid, a military friend, anyone 18 to 22!) 

Thursday Afternoon Book Group 

Our next meeting is this Thursday, October 8, at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room. The discussion title is The Only Woman in the Room by 

Marie Benedict, a fictionalized biography of Hedy Lamarr, the iconic 

1930s and 1940s Hollywood actress who was also a brilliant, hidden 

scientist. Please join us and share in our discussion, fellowship, and 

refreshments. Questions: Contact Vicki Dunn. 952-930-3431, 

victoria.dunn@myctl.net. 

Sunday School Helpers Needed 

Jan is looking for more helpers for the Sunday School classroom. If 

you can help out on a Sunday here or there, please reach out to 

her at jan@good.org or 952-452-9398. 

FMSC Meal Packing 

Join other Good Samaritan folks at Feed My Starving Children for 

meal packing on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 9:30–11:15 a.m. and Friday, 

Oct. 30, 5:00–6:30 p.m. The  Chanhassen site is at 18732 Lake Dr E. 

Contact Jane Heimerl to at jane.heimerl@yahoo.com to sign up. 

An October Adventure! 

Through the years, a good number of people 

have asked Dandy where she takes her sandhill 

crane photos. Those of us living in Minneapolis are 

fortunate to have a place about 1½ hours away 

where we can see quite a few Sandhill Cranes 

during their fall migration. 

You are invited to join Dandy Lewis and Tony 

Branch on Wednesday, October 21, on a day trip to Crex Meadows Wildlife 

Area near Grantsburg, Wisconsin, during this year’s sandhill crane fall migration. 

We will meet at Good Samaritan at 1:00 p.m. to carpool. The timing of our trip 

will allow us to be at Crex Meadows to view the cranes in the late afternoon, as 

they return to the safety of the marsh for the night. 

If you are interested in participating in this 

adventure, please sign up with the QR code or at 

tinyurl.com/GScranes. If you would be able to drive 

your car and take people with you, 

please type in the “Public Comment” 

box that you can drive and the number 

of people who can ride with you. 

Because of the price of gas these days,  

we are suggesting a donation of $10 be given to the drivers. 

If you have any questions, please call or email Dandy at 612-518-7652, 

dandy@good.org. 


